oo 


Co py 


‘j.dgar H,.Adams, 
Bayville, N.Y. 


April 2nd,1925. 
Mr. Waldo Newcon ser, 
Eschange Bank Office, 
Baltimore, Md. 
Dear Mr. Newcomer: ~ 
I have carefully examined the Brasher piece, 
and find that it genuine, and from the dies of the other Brasher 
pieces, except that it has been so much trimmed, which of course 
accounts for its weight being less than the other Brasher pieces. 
Personally I do not think it.was inteWided for a half coubioon, 
although it is curions that anyone should trim such a coin to this 
extsnt. 
Leer tye value Of ane piece, you can very Well rec«on 
it yourself by comparing it with the prices brought by other Brasher 
doubloons. 
It makes one more to add to the list of known Brasher 
pieces, of which there are nine known, and this makes a tenth. 
May I ask if you possess a 20,900 reis piece of Brazil 
ox the Republican issue? I have handled quite a number of Brazilian 
coins, but just recently have seen oe first of the above pieces. 
Nearly every. year since the Reoublican mint has operated (from 1889) — 
there have been a ae ee number of 10,000 and 20,000 reis struck, 
but they seldom get into the hands of the collectors, Pats SAGA, 
piece is dated 1915. 
I.am returning the Brasher doubloon by express to~day 
Since 


te A 


cerely yours 


(signed) E,li,Adams 


> 


/ Newcomer « 
; Nattonny janx Bldg., 
a ‘. ‘ 
a we -~ ’ pe 
/ April 4th woco. 


Lh es K.H.Adanms, 
BAY Vin Gein 4 vee 


Dear Mr. Adams:- 


Ihave your letter of the 2nd inst., and appreciate 


very much the trouble you took about the Brasher piece, which came 


safely to hand this morning. 


Lie Su Stat Lara 


zults clear to me, however, whether 


you took into consideratton the fact, which I pointed out in my 


a 


previous letter, that the planchet of this piece is much thinner then 


that of the doubloon. I measured the diameter of both pieces and 


made a calculation ‘as to the amount of loss in weight due to the 


removal of that much in diameter of a niece of uniform thickness and 


reached the conclusion that the clipping could not possibly account 


weignt, whereas this viece weighs 


less than half the weight of a doubloon and is not sufficiently worn 


on the surface to account for such a loss of weight. It looked to me, 


therefore, ‘as -if@a pienchet. of the. wal of a half doubloon had been 


uséd and struck from the same dies as the doubloon, resulting in the 


appearance of a clipping. 


I understand tnat this coin has been approved by both 


WF 
j 


.Mr. David Proskey and Mr. B.G.Johnson, of the St. Louis stamp & Coin 


Company, who have pronounced the coin absolutely genuine and O.K. 


as a half doubloon, but knowing you as I do I would rather rely upon 


your opinion than theirs, and am merely Writing this to be sure tha’ 


you had considered the above questior tm reaching Your decision. 


AS r the Brazilian piece referred to in your letter, I have a 


specimen dated 1906, and saw one a few days ago, which I returned, 


and my recollection is that it was dated 1922. 


Very truly yours, 


WN. 


sae et tA 


——— 


5 aes 


——— 


Nene ne 


Sg rae pia. 


arent ecg ener emma nee 
Cn ieee nent ete mee - 


+ Baye 


Cony 


Newcomer % Company 
National Exchange Bank Bldg., 
Baltimore, Md. ; Avril 9,..1925. 


4 
5) 


BiMer 5. c6ars, 
Swansea, Mass. 

DeeroMY. Sears := 

Referring to your letter of March 23rd, with your 
permission, I sent the Brasher piece to Mr. Edgar H. Adams, and I 
am enclosing herewith his letter on the subject under date of April 
2e Not being fully satisfied that he had gone into the matter with 
Ppelecare, 4 .wrove him under date of April 4th, and°enclose covy of 
my letter herewith. His reply of April 7th also pretosed Leaves 
the matter of the exact status of this piece so much in doubt trat 
Tide -not-=teel> justified in putting this much-money into it, and 
under the circumstances, I am returning it to you today by express 
Lo Fatt Rivers. | 

I am sorry to disHapoint you, but feel sure you will 
understand the situation. 
Yours very truly, 


(signed) Waldo Newcomer 


Copy 
Edgar H.Adaus, 


Bayville, N.Y. April 7th, 1925. 
wre Yaido Newcomer, 
Baltimore, Md. 
Dear Mr. Newcomer:- se 


+ 


It may be that the piece you sent was intended as 
a half doubloon, and your reasoning may be correct, as the piece cer- 
tainly has seen no circulation, and is probably about the same weight 
as when struck, allowing for the trimming, if it was trimmed. 

The idea of it being a half doubloon would not 
have suggested itself to me uwnless my attention was drawn to it. It 
1s certain that at tne period when such pieces were struck gold coins 
were passed in circulation according to their weight and Sinenaes: 

I think the other piece you possess bearing 
Brasher's naue, of the value of a doubloon, would indicate that if 
Brasher wished to strike a half Bon toon he would have made another 
die of the four escudos design similar to that of the 6éight escudos. 

i have the highest respect for the opinions of 
both gentlemen you mention, and it may be that they are rieht in their 
assumption that the plese was intended to serve as a half doubloon, 
but I doubt it. | | 

Thanks very much for the information regarding 
the Brazilian gold pieces. I have been at work for some time pre= 
Perigo ite of the gold and silver coins of Brazil, from the first 
qaoust I ain taking Meili as a basis, and adding everytning I can Bind 
contained in the collections of Souza Lobo, Ramos, Da Silva, Carvalho, 
and others in order to bring the list right uy to date. It is some 


task, but now pretty well completed, and am sure it will be worth the 
trouble spent on it. ; ee Tee te i 


Sincerely yours, 
EeH.Adans 


x ; is " 
e a Anes T5+7 Or; 
a sat ADI se LIN, 1925-5 
2 


e Sank Bide., 





Dearvoirs= fe 

I have been in liew Yor: for the pach week or ten days, 

hence the delay. ‘hen I arrived home ! #oqund your letter of 

-pril 9th and have Ono whet both you and ir. Adems heve To “4 

sey regarding it. Inft Tirew pisces, i understand the situation an 
thoroughiy end you nned ant apologise for the return of the coin. 


erp tenet 


i would say ‘that. I wes Lissapointed in view of the fact that F 
i supposed I had placed within your reach & most unusual thing in i 
vhis Line. I was also surprised to read some of the notations which 
‘ie, Adams’ had made regarding the piece. In the first place after a 
careful examinntion of the coin he sxuys thet he thophht it was 
muinee He says that it has been much trimmed. I deny this ab- nun 
solutely and feel that he has Slipoed a cog and jumped. at a conclu- % 
sion. “he piece has not beon trimmed co tne edge docs not show it / 
in any WEY » he reason for his belief in this mattor is the fact i 
tha® Brasher See “ of cutting a die for the half Dabloon used — pee) 
higsold die snd the planchett for the proper weight which of cours \ 
was not large enue to take in the whole designe ey 
; es 
Again in his Letter of “or .Bth he admigs timt you might meh bo 
ave been correct end that the piece might have been intended: for } 
a helf Da abloon ns it had seen no circuletion. Also he says, {using { 
vne words, "allowing Tor trinmine") thatsyit was trimmed, thereir f 
showing that in his ovm mina rding this. H 


ne wes not sure reger 
also says. that the idea of this being a half vablo , no 
suggested itself unless his attention wes arav Mo cit. ey BES 
‘say that the period chen such picces were struck, the coins were | 
nlaced in circulation according to the pctinceed ape and fineness. Again ~ 
he admist of the pocsibility of my beine right in my contention that 

‘$4 was a half Dabloon. ‘hile Tenave ogee ae 13d the deepest regard 

Por oe opinion of --re =dauS Ido ae think i 


- 
= fee eee tare fs pee a pena 
ad weigh ofaims 


#) Ft 72 i Pao ce tt u a 
such authorities es David Prosky 4 1 8.G.Johnson of St. Louis. It | 
cost much money in those days to sane dies and the fact that LSA oe 
we find many Col nials with esks the obverse muled with another e 
reverse, it shows conclusively that the people striking these coins } 
would be as economicel as could be when 4% Gume.to cutting the dics. ' 


Perhans on miuture deliberation of the matter you will thinz 
bettor and I note with pleasure that your ovm judgement arrees with 

sine and as for my own sake fama solutely certain os Tar as one 

can be thet ny convention in the aes is perfectly right. >t 


~ 


~ 


‘i he 

oars i i \ ‘ 
ak ~—= } < ‘ 
iia oe SO ea ee 9 > 

alee 5 nye Oe, at lea e 2 \ 
t y 
: 4: ; 
April: 15th,1925 
We { 


tiglado Newcomers ‘ 


sven if the coin had been clipped as you say ti 


a 3G. the piece w | 
en Se aye e Ny ie by bs Lece would not Z 
weigh anywhere near what it.should to be a Dobhhonn. t 


ee “Le How hse that the piece in question is a 
pee Ba ard it ¥ auld eek you to think the metter ov 
write me your finsl conelusion, which of cou hai 

eee cae ake Diy 9) ch of course sna be plense 


bt ¢ 


If i do not succeed in making ti 


tax bd t . Stoke bee 
&4O it un with one or two other cust 
fi 


h with you I intend to 
Like to have n : 
ir 1ave it come from you yourselr 
i 


hich [I have’ but I*should 


i ‘ 
rae £ 
you are entirely satis- & 


(a LF es 
e 
yes) 

aH 

t 5 O 


t 


by 
het 
te 


As 


fica that yeu Go not ‘cs re to acquire 


ae Ti} * " 4 ~ , : , 
ee alos Met) HuUCcG 2 for your attention in the natter 
Kee it upon meture deliberation on Spina at 
the eee S41 0, a ; your part, you will 


Cordially yours, 








-— a ey _ 
ee Ss ; : t } 
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ESTABLISHED 1890 i ? t ; TELEPHONE FALL RIVER 2629-R 
j 
a re 
ELMER S. SEARS 
IMPORTER OF COLLECTIONS 
pie NUMISMATIST CATALOGUED AND 
DEALER IN te O D s VER SOLD BY AUCTION 
COINS AND MEDALS ANTIQUES, BRIC-A-BRAC, GOLD, SILVE APPRAISEMENTS 
OF EVERY AND PRECIOUS STON BS MADE FOR 


COUNTRY AND 
PERIOD 


BOUGHT AND SOLD EXECUTORS OF ESTATES 


AND COLLECTORS 
SWANSEA, MASSACHUSETTS , 
April 16th,1925. 


David Proskey, L 
% New York Stamp& Coin Co., 
6th Ave. Ate OLSty ot... 

New York,N.Y. 


My dear Mr. Proskey: 


Tchave just received letter 7 mommy customer 
regarding the rare Brasher and I am enclosing same i027 
your inspection, together with a copy of my letter to 
him in answer to what he has written. 


You will note he has returned the coin and his 
reason for so doing has been simply and solely upon 
advise from our friend Adams. You will note in my 
letter to him I have showed wherein I think Adams was 
wrong and he may change his mind upon receipt of my 
letter. 

I should like to hear your ideas regarding this 
and also what you think ot my letter to him and my 
stand in the matter. I am very much dissapointed in 
this, as I fully believed that he would take tne €61in. 

‘Awaiting your’reply, 1 am 


Very truly yours, 7 3 oe 


Le 


ES /3T 


TELEPHONE CIRCLE 385i BETWEEN Sigr ANO SZno STREET 


useing tecfeaiias eyesight, as in case of a "now discovery fo a cent” in the 


2° 
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New York Coin & Stamp Co. Inc. 


COINS. MEDALS, PAPER MONEY, ah ae 


POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS 
FROM EVERY COUNTRY AND AGE 


UNUSUAL SUPPLIES FOR FILM COMPANIES 
912 SIXTH AVENUE, N. Y. 


My dear Reatase April 18, 1925. 


I thank you for Submitting the correspondence relative to the 
Brasher Half Doubloon and will say that my Lene on still id that it is Kean” a 
so far as known and a no way could have been clipped or cut down from ie 
Doubloon- as not a trace is shown of any tomperd the edge and es man 





can out down any ne en leave the edge natural. 





Waile Mr. Adams is well known to mo for years, I cannot consider 
him an expert on such a subject and roally think his error of judgment must be 





ero 


sare: 
“1320 "Sa or "1830 "s' = published a few yoars 





ago in the Numismatiat which was 
Supposed +o have 22 stars in place of 1s end 3 shish even showed the 13 star: 
in the photo -engraving pilehods Mr Adams I’ vo always considered a very ' 
clever coin morchant but nota Numismatist in the strict senso of determining 
the real from the false. The lato Mrs Low had the same lack of discrimination, 
and for many years would bring me coins and medals to have the comtorfeits 
weeded cutee even the rare Hard Times token¥ Man & Brother “ » he believed to / 
be false when it bears every indication if being made by the same dies sinker / | 
who produced the common " Woman & Sister". It us only necessary fo a person 


to compile a list of any series or bocome a member of a society in this U, &. 
to be styled an “ Expert” - and the less thoy Know the moro they write. 


t do not know Mr. Newcomber but think his diagnosis is superior 


209 thet of Ur. Adams - as he has also observed the points which would prove 
conclusively the coin was never a Doubloon. The more fact of the coin not f 


showing any wear is certainly in its favor instead of against it~ as in case of / 


the proof Confederate Half Dollar which was " umique * “wntil Mr. Adams heard { 


of a oiroulated worn specimen although we know four were coined. 


In conse you do not dispose of the Brasher in the next woek or a0 i 
T would like to ie 44 to a NeYe Collector who would be interested in it, as nae 
he bought uy N.J. Washington Cent and other ecarceppicesgsl may be able to dis- 
pose of it for youe ; cia 


I notice Mre Ae appears in hie letters to be more intcrosted in 
his offering of the Brazilian ccin ia Gut tag’ s probly ) than in giv ing close ine 
apodhson to the coin submitted for hia « 


* 


4am fer 


I foar the lack of financial interest inthhoamatter may have warped his wuss. 


I enclose a rubbing of a curious mint error , an 8 Reales 1784 
‘struck on a 4 Reales Lowe Mexico City minte 


ee 


Truly yours, 


+. 


7 ee 

F. Cc. C. BOYD 
SECRETARY 

59 WEST 12TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 


Che New York Numismatic Club 


November 11, 1943 


ie ee 
Mr. B. Ge Johnson % ne 

St. Louis-Stamp and Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Burdette: 


I am in receipt of the Brasher Doubloon, and it is entirely 
satisfactory to.me» Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $4,500. 
If you have any history of this piece, I would be glad to have it. I think 
from the weight of it, it is the one that was sold eat the Ten Eyck sale, but 
I am not suree Is there any memorandum where the piece was purchesed? 


In regard to the other memorandum lots which I heve of the Half 
Dollars and the Pattern $20 Gold Piece, as I heave been out of town since the 
receipt of these, I have not had an opportunity of checking them over. I trust 
you will pardon the deley in making a report on them, 


Will you please send me a receipted bill covering the payment 
of the Brasher Doubloon. 


_I am returning one Pattern Gold Dollar which you sent me on 
consignment under date of September 29th, as this is a duplicate of the Gold 


Dollar which I purchased in my last lot from you. 


Sincerely yours, 





fecb/sk 








Hoverber 16th, 1943 


wr. F. 0. 0. Boyd 
131 VYarick Street 
New York, WY; 


Dear Fred: 


franks for your remittance of $4500.00 
covering the Brasher Doubloon for which I enclose 
reaeipted bill herewith, The Pattern Gold Dollar 
aleo received safely that you returned, 


2 am writing Mr. Brand today asking 
for the information you desire about the Poubloon. 


I heve not for « second forgot your 
want list of $20.00 pieces but have been completely 
overwhelmed with work and have had no chence at 
mating them out, wich I will do shortly, however. 
In any event, as you of course know, no one else — 
will heve a shance at them until you mske your 
decision. 


With best regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


BGS dL 








Ot ee - 


. ‘Mr. F.C. 6. Boyd 
131 Varick Street 
New York, 4.Y. 


“Deer Pred: 


Mr. Brand cdvises me that the Brasher 
Doubloom came fron the TenZyck Collection, as you 
suspected, ; 


I believe the pedigree of the coin is 
given fully in the Teniyek Catalogue. 


\ 2 


With best regordas, 


Sincercly yours, 








April 11, 1958 


Dr, Sarah Freeman 
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltinore, Maryland 


Dear Dr, Freeman: 


+ haventt written you for quite a while and have been 
busy doing American coin research, nevertheless, Tf 
will have an article in the Centennial edition of vthe 
AeNeS. and just submitted a monograph to them on 
certain Massachusetts silver coinage. 


T believe that there is in your collection, a Spanish-~ 
type Brasher Doubloon, dated 1742, and I wonder if you 
have a picture of it you could send me. I know that 

you have two specimens of the regular Brasher Doubioons 
with the New York insignia but the Spanish-type is the 
ene tT have under investigation. T have already obtained 


< 


photographs of the other known specimen. 


Le 








If there is any information on your card with respect 
to the Spanish-type Doubloon, that would be of interest 
to me also. 

Dr. Barry Wood, who formerly was at Washington Universi‘ 
in Sts Louis, could not resist coming to Hopkins Medica 
School, as a challenge, I told him, when he left, 
that one fine day I would come around asking to see 

the coing. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atd 








THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


BALTIMORE 18, MARYLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS May 5, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
00 Washington Avenue 

Ste Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
I am enclosing photographs, which you wanted, 
of our Brasher Spanish-type doubloon,. 


As you probably know, the other known piece was once 
in the Garrett Collection, ex-Ten Eyck. Mr. Garrett disposed 
of it through Mehl, when he acquired this piece via Newcomer. 
It had been contributed to the Red Cross in 191) by an elderly 
lady then residing in Cumberland, Maryland, It had presumably 
been in her family for years, without anyone knowing what it 
really wase 


I believe Mrs. Wood mentioned having known you in 


St. Louis. Dr. Wood has nothing whatsoever to do with 
the coins, nor with the regulations established for their 
care and use. Since it takes a little time, and is not 


always convenient, due to other uses of the rooms involved, 

it is necessary to make an appointment in advance and list 

the specific items «or general group which you wish to see. 

Since the exhibits which we have at Evergreen House, where our 
collectiions are now kept, are open to the public in the after- 
noon, we prefer to schedule study appointments, etc., during 

the morning. The House is open from nine to five, Monday through 
Friday e 


The picture of the doubloon is intended to be actual 


size; if you want weight or any other details, I'll be glad to 
furnish them. 


Sincerely yours, 2 
gf f7 ap 3 s a 
nN as aranty 
Sarah Elizabeth Freeman 





THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


BALTIMORE 18, MARYLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS May 5, 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
00 Washington Avenue 

ote Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 
I am enclosing photographs, which you wanted, 
of our srasher Spanish-tyve doubloon. 


As you probably know, the other known piece was once 
in the Garrett Collection, ex-Ten Eyck. Mr. Garrett disposed 
of it through Mehl, when he acquired this piece via Newcomer. 
It had been contributed to the Red Cross in 191) by an elderly 
lady then residing in Cumberland, Maryland. It had presumably 
been in her family for years, without anyone knowing what it 
really was. 


I believe Mrs, Wood mentioned having known you in 


St. Louis. Dr. Wood has nothing whatsoever to do with 
the coins, nor with the regulations established for their 
care and use. Since it takes a little time, and is not 


always convenient, due to other uses of the rooms involved, 

it is necessary to make an appointment in advance and list 

the specific items or general group which you wish to see. 
Since the exhibits which we have at Evergreen House, where our 
collectiions are now kept, are open to the public in the after- 
noon, we prefer to schedule study appointments, etc., during 

the morning. The House is open from nine to five, Monday throug 
Friday. 


The picture of the doubloon is intended to be actual 


size; if you want weight or any other details, I'll be glad to 
furnish them. 


sarah Elizabeth Freeman 


May 12, 1958 


Mr. Walter Breen 
Box 102); Grand Central Station 
New York 17, New York 


Dear Walter: 


The Centennial edition of ANS was really nice and I am de~ 
lighted the two of us together could do something in the 
American field, I enjoyed your article tremendously and 
wish to discuss certain phases of it with you. 





I have a new theory on the use of the Connecticut Mint by 
Leavenworth in 1786. It may have been used in 1786 to make 
the Nova Eborae coppers, They were dated ahead 1787 because 
the New York Assembly would not meet in time to pass on the 
franchise, ete. and therefore the coins were post-dated in 
the hope that they could be used for the franchise and that 

up-to-date samples would be available for the legislature to 
consider. How does that appeal to you? 


fe) 


I notice you went very lightly with respect to the Spanish 
Brasher Doubloon,s, I am developing my own thoughts on the 
subject and wonder if you have ever checked the marks of 
Brasher on silver with those used on the Spanish Doubloon and 
those used on the counterstamped coins. EI you haven't, I am 
going to. I also call your attention to the fact that the 
Hopkins specimen is dated 172 in one place and 1766 or 1768 
in the other and that the legend around the outside is ridi- 
culous, Don't press me for my opinion of the coin as all the 
facts with respect to it are not accurate, 


You requested a copy of my Vermont material and I am enclos- 
ing the reprint which ANS sent me. Unfortunately, they left 
out one of the plates but are trying to do something about it. 
I would like very much to have a reprint of your article, 


Kee ccue ete Ae 


(false want to thank you, at this time, for the nice written 
 Yemarks concerning my exhibit at the Central States Convention, 


“I don't know the whereabouts of D. Wayne Johnson, I telephoned 
 Washingtoyj University and they advise me that his parents’ 
address is 2100 W. h8th Street Terrace, Kansas City 3, Missouri, 





w@e May 12, 1958 
Mre Walter Breen 


T haven't been able to study your problems concerning the 
Connecticut Mints but will do so at my first free opportunity. 


Bressett writes me that you have a new variety of an Oak Tree 
whieh you call Noe 7#A. Do you have a picture of Li, Or, 
where is the coin so that T might borrow it, 


I have turned in a monograph on Massachusetts silver which 
Noe did not write about and would Like to inelude any new 
varieties and any new forgeries, Would you check your file 


and see what new pieces you know of. It would be very heip- 
ful to me. The principa al portion of my monograph is on the 
Good Sumaritan Shilling. 


My very kindest regards and congratulations on your continued 
i ng 


ERTC P« NEWMAN 
EPH /atb 





SR RE ee 


a 
edit ts teh 


for yo 


Dr. Sarah £, Freeman 

Fine Arts cheat agar” 
The Johas Nopkins University 
Baltimore 15, Maryland 


Dear Dr, Freeman: 


‘ d an very pleased to learn from your letter that your . 
eoins are in a position to be shown on prior application — 
and thank you, very much, for that information, 


The photographs of the Brasher Spanish Doubloon are ex-. 
cellent. I am sure you saw Walter Breen's writeup of the 
Brashers in the ANS Centennial publication, (My article 


on Vermont in thet book may be of interest to you alse.) 


With respect to the Spanish Brasher Doubloon, I would be 


wery interested in knowing when Mr», Garrett acquired your 


specimen from Neweomber and any other information your 


' @ard may show with respect to it. Would you be kind enough 


to exanine the outer rings of lettering and see if you can 


 pead them, .-I can only guess at "PHILIP ¥ DG ? REX ANO 
2768" and "“HISPAN??7? ET IND REX," This date differs from 
“the 1712 date in the central portion and the text deviates 
from Peruvian Doubloon types. on 


_.. In the past you advised me of other gold coins {#2178<83 
 . dnele) with the "£B" counterstamp, Is the punch used on 


any of these the same as the one used on either the Brasher 
‘Spanish Doubloon or your Brasher New York Doubloons? Have 


any pictures been made of those counterstamps to compare 
_ them with Brasher's silver marks? 


Your help cn this research is mueh appreciated, Thank you 












ur continued cooperation. 


se : Soi Sincerely, 5 
i Sa a eae BRIG P, NEWHAN 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


BALTIMORE 18, MARYLAND 


DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS May 19, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am glad that the photographs of the 
Brasher Lima style dotbloon met with your approval. It 
is the same as that published in the ANS Centennial volume. 


Mr. Garrett substituted this piece for the other 
one in 1931, before Mehl took the Newcomer Collection 
for sale. He did so since it was in somewhat better 
condition, and because the lettering around the edge 
was more complete. Even at that it is not too legible. 


On one side there is certainly: PHILIP -V-D-G 
H*REX ANO*1700 The 17 in the date is obvious; only 
the bottom half of the two O's is there, but I am sure 
that is what they are. There is too much to make any 
other numeral such as an eight. e 

On the other side: HISPAN [IARVM] ET IND REX °, ° 
I would not swear to the IARVM. There are only traces, 
but that is the way it has been read. 

I gathered from Mr. Breen's article that there was 
no intention to copy an actual coin, or specific issue, 
so the conflict in dates or deviation in legend from the 
Peruvian type is of no consequence. 

As far as I can tell, the counterstamps on our pieces 
are identical, and like those on the doubloons. None of 
ours, while in our collection, has been used for comparison 
with Brasher's silver marks, However, we now own the British 
sovereign, ex-Ellsworth, and Howland Wood's West Indies 7123, 
discussed by Breen, p. 139 f., which appears to be one Breen 
included in his comparison, which ipso facto suggests that 
our counterstamps would be like the silver marks. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gu eZ, 
Sarah Eli#abeth Freeman 







rectanguler EB counterstamp on a worn 1799 


dollar/is 4{llustrated on plate YI of Bolender's 


United States Barly Silver \Dollars and described 


on page 58. | This ‘ounterstamp is different from those 
on silver spoons Ihave and on the gold pieces. This 
20in must have beer counterstamped well after 1800 


as the 1799 coin is substantially worn. 


EPN/atb 
5/26/59 








of Bolender's 





A rectangular EB counterstamp on a worn 1799 
dollar is illustrated on plate VI of Bolender's 
United States Barly Silver Dollars and described 
on page 58. This counterstamp is different from those 
on silver spoons I have and on the gold pieces. This 
coin must have been counterstamped well after 1800 


as the 1799 coin is substantially worn. 


EPN/atb 
5/26/59 
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if ould Vv nswerec our: | 2>r much sooner than this but 
I did not kn the answer to your questions off-hand, so started to lo 
them up. Much to my ibarrs 1% L ve to report that I have no 
in my li r hich give the legend on the Lima Doubloon. I have searc 
rather thoroushly and have come up with nothing. I ve books on the Mints 
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would have ] rad about)iit if: it had be released. The Lima Doubloon is 
entirely different from these of the other mints so we can no ll back on 
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APARTADO N® 12012 BOLIVAR N?® 101 TELEFONO 21-63-63 


MEXICO !,D.F. 


September 17, 1959. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Ave., 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am very happy to answer your kind letter of the 
15th in which you ask for information about a Peruvian coin 
of 8 Escudos 1742. 


ft am very sorry to let you down on this, but I am 
not able to supply very much information on this coin as I 
do not have it my collection. I only collect gold coins of 
the world from the 19th and 20th centuries, 

I do not know of anybody that has it, but if you 
wish to see a picture of it, you can look at Robert Fried--— 
berg's GOLD COINS OF THE WORLD in page 41, lot # 5. 


: If I can be of more help in the future, please do 
not hesitate to call on me, I will be glad to do what I can. 


Also if you run into, meet, or write to Mr. Char- 
les Edison, give him my best regarés, 


Very truly yours, 


ee ; 


ADOLFO HALE 


AH/bh. 


Dies wee. 


“THE:AMERICAN-NUMISMATIC: SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED [865) 





BROADWAY BETWEEN -155T4-anv i 56" STS 
New -YorkK:32,NY. 


December 2, 1959 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
409 Washington Avenue 

Si. Louis Z, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


ter some excavation which took us longer than we anticipated, 
it is now possible for me te write to you about the illustrations on Breen's 
plate in our Centennial voiume in which you are interested, Of the three 
‘Nes. 2, 4 and 9) we have a negative only for No. 2 which wae not taken 
of the actual specimen but of an illustration in an auction catalogue. I am 
enclosing a print of it herewith, No. 4 is the Yale University specimen 
and No, 9 is in the Johns Hopkins University collection, and the prints 
used by us for them were furnished by Yale and Johns Hopkins respective- 
ly. We can, of Course, make copies of these if you should ike. Maybe 

- theugh, it would be better for you to get the prints directly from Yale 
~ and Hopkins. 


Telenor 
CABLE ADDRESS m 


"NUMISMA" NEW YORK AUDUBON 6-3030 





THE:-AMERICAN:-NUMISMATIC:SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 - INCORPORATED !I865) 


BROADWAY: BETWEEN :1557#-anv-1567-STsS- 
NEW -YORK :32, NY. 


December 2, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


After some excavation which took us longer than we anticipated, 
it is now possible for me to write to you about the illustrations on Breen's 
plate in our Centennial volume in which you are interested, Of the three 
(Nos. 2, 4 and 9) we have a negative only for No. 2 which was not taken 
of the actual specimen but of an illustration in an auction catalogue. I am 
enclosing a print of it herewith. No. 4is the Yale University specimen 
and No. 9 is in the Johns Hopkins University collection, and the prints 
used by us for them were furnished by Yale and Johns Hopkins respective- 
ly. We can, of course, make copies of these if you should like. Maybe 
though, it would be better for you to get the prints directly from Yale 
and Hopkins. 


Let me again thank you for the very interesting talk you gave 
at our Fall Meeting. We are grateful to you also for the arrangements 
you have made to take care of your expenses in connection with that 


occasion. 
Sincerely yours, 
Me _ YOO 
Sawyer McA. Mosser 
Secretary 
SMM:RMg 


encl, 


THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


BALTIMORE 18, MARYLAND 


DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS December 18, 1959 


Eric Pe Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Ste Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

It is indeed nice of you to think of giving 
the spoons with the Brasher hallmarks to the University, 
where they might be kept and exhibited with the doubloons,. 
We still have no place for permanent exhibitions, but I 
hope we will in the not too distant future. At least, now, 
everything is available for study, and there is something 
on display most of the time, 

We are working right now on a show to be called "South 
of the Border," which will have a lot of our South American, 
Mexican, etce, coins, as well as antiquities on display. 


I shall be delighted to send you the photographs of the 
counterstamps, but won't take them until I hear from you about 
some others. I don't know whether you are aware that we 
have other pieces, in addition to the New York and Spanish 
doubloens, which have the EB mark, We have another New 
York doubloon with EB on the wing (the one you meant is, I 
presume, that with EB in owal on breast); a Portuguese "Joe" 
with EB in oval; }| English gold ¢ guineas and a 1/h guinea) 
coins with EB in oval; and a U.S.quarter dollar with EB in a 
rectangle. One of the guineas is that figured by Wood, 
"Coinage of the West Indies," AJN, 191h, pe 118, fig. 123, that 
has both the EB in an oval, and the script B. 


I thought it likely that you might want some or all of 
these stamps also, so will hold up the picture-taking till I 
hear. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sarah Elizabeth Freeman 





December 23, 1959 


Miss Sarah Blizabeth Freeman 
Department of Fine Arts 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore 18, Maryland 


Dear Miss Freeman: 


Thank you for your nice note of Detember 18, 1959. We 


-will defer the matter of the gift of the "EB" spoons 


until you have an exhibition space available. 


With respect to the photographs of the EB counterstamps, 


I would like the clearest one which is found on, the ce 


Brasher New York Doubloons and the one on the Spanish 
Doubloon and one of those on the Portuguese "Joe", If it 
is easier to send one from an English piece instead 

of the Portuguese piece, please feel free to do so. I 

am sure you will make the photograph of the EB as large 
as possible on the negative so that it ean be blown 

up very clearly. 


if you have a picture of the U.S, guarter-dollar with 
EB stamped on it; in a rectangle, I would be glad to 
see it and wonder if it is the same one illustrated in 
Bolender's book on U.S.Dollars, 


As to the script counterstamp, I believe the initials 
are EB rather than just "B®", Perhaps the left portion 
is not readily visible, 
I look forward to receiving these pictures and if there 
are any further questions concerning them, please do 
not hesitate to advise us, 
With best Holiday wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb | By President 


Bir4:\ 
ete ES 





June 7, 1960 





Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Sth Avenue and G2nd Street 
New York, New York 


Gentlemens: 


loam writing an article on certain early American 
coinage and would like to determine whether a 
specific hallmark used by Zphraim Brasher, a 

New York silversmith, is genuine or counterfeit, 
One of his recognized hallmarks consists of the 
initials E*B within’ an oval. I have.spoons cone 
taining the oval hallmark, but the hallmark punch 
was well worn when it was used on these spoons. 
My problem: is to determine whether a counterfeit 
punch was subsequently made for the oval hallmark 
for use on certain coins. You, no doubt, have 
pieces in your collection containing these oval 
hallmarks and I would Like to know whether you 
have any photographs of the hallmarks. It is 
possible that there:.could. be more than one oval 
halimark punch, but I doubt it. An enlargement 
of the genuine hallmark would solve. my problem. 


I will appreciate your cooperation in solving my 
problem. 


Sincerely yours, 


/ ERIC P. NGwMAN 
“EPN: jd 


THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 
NEW YORK 28,N.Y. 


June 22, 1960 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
I am enclosing our price list. 


The museum owns three silver pieces of Ephraim 
Brasher. They are: a bowl, a coffee pot and a 
pair of tongs. The hallmark appears only on the 
photograph of the tongs, The hallmark, described 
by a 1920 catalogue of the Clearwater Collection, 
reads: "EB (crude apparently with pellet between, 
twice (probably E. Brasher)." 


As you will note from our price list, enlargements 
cost $4.00. The negative is about 1 1/2" x 3" and 
enlarged, would be about three times larger. I am 
not certain whether an enlargememt would give you 

the detail you need for identification purposes. 


The only other thing we could do would be to photo- 
graph the object specially. As you see on the 
enclosed price list, the charge for this is $13.50, 
plus a possible handling fee. 


May I suggest that you contact The American Numis- 
matic Society, Broadway at 156th St., New York City 
32, who may be able to assist you further. 


We hope we can help you with our photographic 
material, 


Very truly yours, 
te Cummnenghand 
Priscilla Cunningham 


Photograph Sales 


PC:mfi 


THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 


NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 


PRICES OF PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK 
MINIMUM ORDER: $1.00 for desk orders and $1.50 for mail and phone orders: packing and mailing extra.* 


PHOTOGRAPHS, from existing negatives, of objects in the Museum collections: sheet size unmounted: 


4 x 5 Matte or Glossy $ .50 
8 x10 Matte or Glossy 1.50 
11 x14 Double Weight Matte 4.00 
16 x20 Double Weight Matte 7.00 


Enlarged details from existing negatives may be ordered in 
the 8 x 10 size at $4.00. 


NEGATIVES of book illustrations, prints and photographs in the Museum collections made on order: 


82/10 $7.50 
Plus $1.50 for each 8 x 10 print 


——> NEGATIVES of art objects in the Museum collections made on order: 


8 x10 $13.50 
Plus $1.50 for each 8 x 10 print 


COLOR TRANSPARENCIES of objects in the Museum collections made on order: 


2 x 2 Kodachrome $10.00 and up 

3 x 4 Ektachrome 20.00 and up 

8 x10 Ektachrome 75.00 and up for flat work 

8 x10 Ektachrome 125.00 and up for three-dimensional 
art objects 


For all special photography the Museum reserves the right to charge accordingly. 


PHOTOSTATS from prints, photographs and books: 


9 x14 Negative Only $1.00 
9 x14 Negative and Positive 2.00 
14 x18 Negative Only 1.50 
14 x18 Negative and Positive 3.00 


Additional charge for enlargement or reduction $1.00 each. 


SLIDES, mounted in glass, from existing negatives of objects in the Museum collections: 


2 x 2 Black and White $2.50 

3Yx 4 Black and White 2.50 
*PACKING AND MAILING CHARGES are added to the above prices as follows: 

Orders up to $5.00 $ .40 

Orders from $5.00 To $10.00 “50 

Orders over $10.00 1.00 





ES UTR Eide 2 mse 0.3. WEEKS | FOR. COMPLETION... 
ALL RIGHTS OF REPRODUCTION, IN ANY MEDIUM, MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART. 


SALES ORDERS AND RELATED CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO: 


PHOTOGRAPH SALES 
THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 
FIFTH AVENUE AT 82ND STREET 
NEW YORK 28, NEW YORK 


ORDERS GENERALLY F 


PRICES EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 1958 





Warman 


PUBLISHING COMPANY ¢ 1220 MOUND AVENUE, RACINE, WISCONSIN 


DIVISION OF WESTERN PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY 


July 11, 1960 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
61450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


When we were putting together material for the fourteenth edition 
GUIDE BOOK, George Fuld helped on several matters and tipped me 
off that someone was writing an article that would discredit the 
Lima type Brasher doubloon. I surmised that this meant you, jud- 
ging from what you had written to me before concerning this coin. 


I also know that Walter Breen firmly believes that the coin is 
genuine, and having no real knowledge of the piece myself, I have 
forméd no personal opinion. The statement that I put in the GUIDE 
BOOK, therefore, was merely to cover us in case something was pub- 
lished during the year which would indicate that this coin was not 
authentic. 


It looks as if Walter and Lynn and you have all come up with bits 
of information proving how corrupt the mint officials were during 
the period that the 180), dollars were struck. How is the rest of 
your research on the dollars coming along? I hope that you will 

be able to start putting some sort of a story together soon so that 
we will be able to publish the book at an earlier date, 


I will probably get together with Walter and Lynn at the ANA Con- 
vention in Boston to discuss the 180): story. Is there any chance 
that you will be there? 


'sever, 


en 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB: jam 


Novenber 15, 1960 


Mr.Philip D. Greco 
764 Broadway 
Somerville hh, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Greco: 


I am glad to see your continued enthusiasm in the 
Colonial field and I know that your work will en- 
courage the interest of mahy others. 

Il am writing you because I am very intrigued by the 
1799 silver dollar with the Brasher counterstanp 
which you indicate you are going to receive. I am 
doing @n article on Brasher and would very much 
like to have an excellent picture of this silver 
dollar. Would you be nice enough to send we pictures 
of the item so that I may study it. As you know, 
@ similar piece is illustrated in the Bolender work 
on silver dollars. 


Your cooperation will be very much appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





, 
| 


Po 


PHILIP D. GRECO 


764 Broadway 


West Somerville 44, Mass. 


MOnument-6-5343 


We specialize in Early American and Colonial coins by die-varieties. 
All orders sent Air Mail. Approvals sent to those with established 
credit or with suitable refrences. Five day return privilege. Photo- 
graphs(4x5 enlargements) can be had of any coin mentioned in this 


list at a charge of forty cents. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


1652 Pine Tree Shilling Noe-l, advan-~ 
ced die state; a witch piece; G-VG 
with a small edge cut..$37.50 


1787 Mass. half cent 5-A; AU with 
several small pits on the reverse; 
nice blue toning...$35.00 


1787 Mass. cent 8-G, one of the two 
or three known with the newly dis- 
covered obverse 8; VG-Fine with a 
counterstamp on both sides; a rar- 
ity-8 piece; unlisted by all major 
refrence works. See Plate...$175.00 


1788 Mass. cent 15=-M, another dis- 
covery of recent date; about 6 or 
7 known; unlisted; rarity-7; a 
nice VG with even wear; possibly 
the fourth finest known; See Plate 
Saneoo 


1788 Mass. cent ll-E, a common 
piece but condition-wise it is 
nice*s) Shsceg es eU 


CONNECTICUT CENTS(Miller Attributions) 


1787 16?-n. Large Letters. a dark 
G-VG with all features showing..$4.50 


1787 25=-m. VG with a slight dig on 
the) rev. rim: R=5,.58.50 


1787 27-al. The field around the head 
on the reverse is weak; Abt. Fine; 
seldom obtainable in this condition; 
Re 5s 6sek7 oD0) 


1787 3711-££2. a dark VG.....$8.50 


CONN. contd. 

17873343-hh2, Good for the over- 
all condition; damage on the obv- 
OFse's scien 53.00 


L737 33492, An unlisted die 
break on the obverse; starts 
from the Lower middle part of 
the neck advancing through the 
toga and terminates at the rim; 
Unique....See Plate...$3/7.50 


1787 56-XX. unlisted by all 

major refrence works; a recent 
discovery; This combination 

has both a new obverse and a 

reverse of the fleuron type 
varieties; a rarity-8; VG with 

a little roughness;See Plate..$47.50 


FUGIO CENTS 
Moe7 NoL1-B, 
1787 N-12=M. 
We? Nelanu. 
1787 N-18-U. 


a nice brown Unc..$35.00 
R=73 VG une woke oa0 
R73 VGicekmoke~< ou 


VG 2239.50 
VF.0$27.50 


1787 N-19-Z. a type coin with 
WE ARE ONE very large; a rarity 
73; G-VG..$27.50 


1787 N-2l-I. Good...$10.00 


VOCE POPULI HALFPENNIES 


1760 Nelson-2. a dark Fine; a 
popular series;..$15.00 





WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


VOCE POPULI contd, 

1760 Nelson-6. VG; very rare. sold 
1760 Nelson-13. A piece unlisted 
by Nelson. The reverse is new, the 
obverse is known in combination 
with #11. VF with a small mint 
clip; See plate...sold 


WASHINGTON PIECES 
1783 Unity States. AU..$25.00 


1783 Military Bust; Small Head 
type; rare; VG...$22.50 


1783 Military Bust; 9=D VG..$8.50 


Undated Double Head. Good..$5.00 
VGeeeaoda fC 
Fine..$11.00 





1793 Ship Halfpenny. F+..$16.50 


1795 Grate Cent. Oblique Reeding; 
Small Button variety; VF+..$20.00 


1795 Liberty & Security halfpenny. 
VF+; slight edge bump; lettered 
edge. se9ll co” 


Success Token, small; plain edge; 
with three fourths of the surface 
silvered; XF, rare....$4/.50 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1766 Pitt Halfpenny Fine..$14.00 
VE os ewoecs a0 


Kentucky Token. Unc. brown..letter- 
ed edge...$35.00 


1787 Auctori Plebis cent. VF with 
the usual weak center...$23.50 


MISC, contd, 


1789 Mott Token. Thick flan 
AU. $25.00 


1723 Hibernia halfpenny; 11 
strings; XF-AU; scarce in 
this condition. .$20.90 


1722 Rosa Americana halfpenny. 
UTILE DULCI-.D:G.REX.; Crosby=-23 
F-VF oe soho 00 


1787 New Jersey cent M-62-q. 
F-VF with obv. break..$10.50 


1787 New Jersey cent M-44-d, 
without die break. Good..$7.50 


1787 Connecticut cent. common 
variety; struck over another 
Conn. cent and incused by 

another VG discolored..$15.00 


1786 Conn. cent 5° eG. buckling 
on head and neck. VG...$/7.50 


1788 Vermont cent. R=27; BB-102; 
VG without die break...$9.50 


1800 Large Cent S-211; VG-10; 
advanced die state...$17.50 


1891-S Dime. An unlisted error. 

A large S over a small s. A recent 
discovery and possibly unique. 
Will gain tremendously in pop- 
ularity if more are found. Un- 
fortunately this piece is only 

in VG condition. The error can 
easily be seen...$45.00 


Reproduction of the Maryland $6 
plate ‘of April, 10, 1774... Jee 
few made. A very interesting 
piece..e$12.50 


Of interest to collectors of Early American and Colonial coins. 25 
a newsletter devotedly exclusively to this field. It contains new 
and unlisted information with special recognition to die varieties. 


More information may be had by writing: 


N.B. 


The Colonial Newsletter 
P.O. Box Lhe 
Wayland, Massachusetts 


Within the near future, We will have on consignment a 1799 Silver 
Dollar with the counterstamp of Ephraim Brasher punched on it sev- 
eral times. It is considered very rare and valuable. All inquiries 


invited. 
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December 5, 1960 


Boston Publie Library _ | - | 
Copley Square 
Boston, Mass. : i 


Gentlemen: : . | 


I have a reference to an article published in the 
Boston Transcript during the year 1886 about the © Gao: 
Brasher Family, of New York. Unfortunately, there 
is no specific date given. In connection with an 
article on eonneee I an writing I need this ree 
ference. ; 


Would you be kind enough to advise me whether the 

Boston Transcript is on microfilm and whether that 

microfilm might be borrowed on inter-library loan 

eee the Missouri Histerical Se so all Library, in { 
te Louis. 


I will be very grateful for your prempt uecdeonttcn: 


Sineerely yours, 


oad 
Was.) 


ERIC P.NEWHAN 


Sg ie gt 
HN OT TE Te 











December 5, 1960 


Boston Public Library 
Copley Square 
Boston, Masg.e 


Gentlemen: 


I have a cetavence to an article published in the 
Boston Transcript during the year’ 1886 about the 
Brasher Family, of: New York. Unfortunately, there 
is no specifie date given. In connection with an 
article on RotnA gC. Tam writing I need this re« 
(ference. 

“Would you be kind enough to advise me whether the 
Boston Transcript is on microfilm and whether that . 
“microfilm might be borrowed on inter+library loan 
‘through the Missouri Historical Society Library, in 
Ste Louise 


I au be very gheteful for your prompt operation. 


svinaresy yours, 


ERIC P,.NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


ot 
Assistant Directors 


Form 1198. 


Chief Librarians 
JoHn J. ConNOLLY 
Ervin J. Gatnes 


Joun M. Carroii 
Braprorp M. Hirt (Acting) 





Francis X. MoLonry 


Mitton Epwarp Lorn, Director 


Boston Pusiic LIBRARY 


Boston 17, Massachusetts 
January 21, 1961 


Mre Eric Pe Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Ince 
400 Washington Avenue 
Saint Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mre Newman: 


In reply to your inquiry of December 5, 1960, the report of 
Mre Michael J. Venezia of the Science and Technology Department, Patent 
Section, is given below: 


As there is no published index to articles which appeared 
in the Boston Evening Transcript during this period, it would be very 
difficult to locate the item concerning the Brasher Family of New York 
in the issues for the year 1886, 

To make a day by day search for the entire year would 
take much more time than is allowed. However, a member of the staff 
might be willing to do this on his own time for a fee. Arrangements 
would have to be made directly between you and such a person. We 
shall be glad to recommend someone if you so desiree 

The Boston Evening Transcript from July 1830 through 
December 1862 and from January 1916 through April 1941 is on microfilm. 
January 1865 through December 1915 are preserved in bound volumes. 

The library has a strict policy of not loaning microfilm 
on Inter=-library loan. 


Very sincerely yours, , 
(B Sordl_o rel 
Coordinator of General 
Reference Services 








January 31, 1961 


Queen Ann ~- My new Boston Researcher « 


I am writing an article on Ephraim Brasher who was a 

New York goldsmith and who made a coin in 1787, in New 
York. In a coin sale, in Boston, on February 1, 1887, 
the cataloguer states “within a few months the Boston 
Transeript has published an account of the Brabhers". 
Since the catalogue was, no doubt, prepared and mailed 
out about one month before the saie it looks as though 
the article should have appeared in the latter part 

of 1866. The Boston Transcript for 1886 is in the Boston 
Pyblie Library and I beiieve is known as the Boston Evening 
Transcript. There is no microfilm of the paper for this 
period but the originals are in bound volumese 


If you have nothing better to do I would be delighted 
if you could locate this article. 


September 27, 1961 





Dr.V¥. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Val: 


Whenever you return from your wonderful expe- 
dition to Burope, I would like to have a photo- 
grach of the EB counterstamp on your 1787 
Brasher Doubloon as well as the word "Brasher" 

n the doubloon. 


I would like the negative of those portions 
several times larger than the portions then- 
selves if that can be accomplished easily 
because I- need clarity: and further enlargement. 
If you could arrange to have the picture or 
pictures taken i could have the prints made 

the size I need them. I will return the nega- 
tives to you. 


I certainly missed seeing you when I was in 
Atlanta and know that. our paths will cross soon 
again. 


Kindest regards to you and your wife. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC PF. NEWMAN 








SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


October 2, 1961 


Eric P. Newman, Esq. 
Secretary 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Your letter of September 22, addressed to Dr. Clain-Stefanelli, 
was received last week. He will be back at the end of this month, 
and will be delighted to arrange for special photographs that you 
requested of our 1787 Brasher Doubloon. 


I am sorry that there will be a delay of several weeks, per- 
haps a month, before Dr. Stefanelli can reply to you. In the 
meantime, I want you to know that your letter was received, and 
I am glad to have this opportunity to reply to you personally. I 
remember our very pleasant meeting when you were at the Smithsonian 


earlier this year. 
Sincerely yours, ae! 
iv ime eae 


Richard H. Howland 
Head Curator 
Department of Civil History 





PHILIP D. GRECO 
NUMISMATIST 
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WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


Paras D. GRECO 
Post OFFICE Box 74 
SOMERVILLE 44, MASSACHUSETTS 
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 EPN/atb — 


January lh, 1962 


Mr. V.Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Val: 


Thank you, thank you, and pleasei Te elaborate, I wish to 
thank you, very much, for signing the petition in my behalf with 
respect to ANS. Regardless of what happens on Saturday I appre- 
ciate your sponsbrship. 


Thank you, very much, for the data on the 180h Class II dollar. 
This is very helpful te me in the proof of the date of the cutting | 
of the dies. 


Like all good prayers, they begin with multiple thanks and then 
have a request, 


On September 27, 1961 I wrote to you asking for an enlarged 
picture of the EB gounterstamp and of the word BRASHER on your 
1787 Brasher Doubloon. I-was hopeful that the negative would 
have some enlargements of these portions as I have to study them 
in great detail. I do not believe a regular enlargement from a 
one for one negative will do the triek. Dick Howland replied 

to my letter and said that these special phetographs would be 
arranged after you returned from Europe. Somewhere, no doubt, . 
my letter is lost, and I would appreciate it if you could revise 
the project. Research must go on} 


I have finished writing the book on the 180h Dollar and it is going 
to be full of surprises. 


Kindest personal regards. 


.. BSineerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman, President | 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC cS j 
EDUCATION SOCIETY | 








SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 235, D. C. 


January 5, 1962 


Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


I received your kind letter of January 4th, and while 
your formal appointment will be known only tomorrow, I believe 
that congratulations are already in order, since your seat on 
the Council is actually assured. I'm gratified that Mr. William- 
son's action was successful. 


I am afraid that your letter of September 27th was filed 
in Mr. Howland's office. In any event, I haven't seen it. I shall 
ask our photo lab to prepare enlarged pictures of the Brasher 
Doubloon and will send them to you as soon as they are ready. 


IT am looking forward with keen anticipation to reading 
your book on the 1804 Dollar. I am wondering what surprises it 
has in store. 


Best regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ye eae 
V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 


Division of Numismatics 





T > 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


February 20, 1962 


Eric P. Newman, President 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 
Dear Eric: 
Enclosed are enlargements of the portions of 
the Brasher Doubloon in which you are interested. 
I'm sorry that it took so long. I hope that 
you will find these pictures useful. 
Best regards. 
Sincerely yours, 
y 
be 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 


Fneclosures 





February 26, 1962 


Mr. V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 

United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Val: 

I am sincerely grateful for your pictures 
of the enlarged portions of your Brasher 
Doubloon. They are just what I needed. 
Your photographer did an outstanding job 
with a difficult subject. Now I will go 
to work studying the detail. 


Looking forward to seeing you at the next 
opportunity, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


ee. 





June 26, 1962 


Mr. Walter Breen 7 
C/o New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West L7th Street 

New York 36, New York 


Dear Walter: 


I need help from you on a specific matter which 

has been bothering me. In your article on Brasher 
in the 1958ANS publication you stated that Brasher 
was employed by the Mint authorities to make assays 
for the Mint. This was, no doubt, based upon your 
citation which traces back to the AJN for July, 1892, 
Vol. 27, page 20, where it states: 


"He was employed by the authorities of the 
United States Mint, in 1792, to make assays 
for the Mint, 'on sundry coins of gold and 
silver, pursuant to instructions from the 
then Secretary of the Treasury! (Alexander 
Hamilton)." 


You will note that the quotation marks within the 
sentence show that this statement was copied from 
somewhere else and the use of the word "then" means 

it was written quite some time after the event. 

Where in the world could this statement be quoted 
from? I have checked Hickeox, Crosby, Prime, Dickeson. 
Can you give me any leads? : ; 


Incidentally, Ken Bressett does not have a picture of 
the 1805 Dollar as taken in 1952. If you can send me 

& copy or let me make a copy from what you have that 

would be helpful. 


Best wishes, as always, 


EPN/atb 






Mr.sE.d. Vaskas 
Coin Editor 
Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 


Dear Mr.Vaskas: 


In the Boston Transcript there is an account of the 
Ro ae Brasher Family in a coin sale, in Boston, on February 
ov Ne +1, 1887. The cataloguer states that within a few 
.. . months the Boston Transcript has published such an 
account. The catalogue was prepared and distributed 
at least one month before the sale, The article, 

“ therefore, should have appeared between. duly and 
November of 1866. If there is a file of the Boston 
Transcript in the American Antiquerian Society, would 

it be possible for you to see if you could locate 
this article, This would be a tremendous boost for 
gome research I am doing. You are there, 













* You will get full eredit for locating it in my use 
of the information. How about being a good sppbt 
and going on the hunt. e 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman, President 


ann, a ee 2 tte 
ak 2 , Beale meg as ae. 





July 2, 1962 


Mr.E.J. Vaskas 

Coin Editor 

Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 


Dear Mr.Vaskas: 


In the Boston Transcript there is an aceovnt of the 
Brasher Family in a coin sale, in Boston, on February 
1, 1887. The cateloguer states that within a few 
months the Boston Transcript has published such an 
account. The catelogue was prepared and distributed 
at least one month before the sale, The article, 
therefore, should have appeared between July and 
November of 1666. If there is a file of the Boston 
Transcript in the Americen Antiquarian Society, would 
it be possible for you to see if you could locate 
this article. This would be a tremendous boost for 
some rescarch T am doing. You ere there, 


You will get full credit for locating it in my use 
of the information. How about being a good sppbt 
and going on the hunt. 


Sincerely yours, 


Erie P. Newman, President 


EPW/atb 


MUSEUM OF THE CLIY OF NEW YORK 


FIFTH AVENUE, 103rpD TO 104TH STREET 
NEW YORK 299 NEW YORK 


TELEPHONE LEHIGH 4-!1672 


July 11, 1962 


Dear Mre Newnan: 


In reply to your letter about Ephraim Brasher I am 
glad to send you what infomation I have about him. 


hat Lt: Brasher made for the United States Government the 
AW 17S “first gold pieces known as doubloons. They were octagonal 
in shape. I do not know anything else about them except that 
they are exceedingly rare and very valuable. I would suggest 
that you write to The American Numismatic Society, Broadway 
and 156th Street, New York, for further information. 


I am very much interested in any details which you may 
have about Brasher. If anything is to be published I would be 
very grateful for a copy. 

Hoping that this information may be helpful, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


- Ve. Isabelle Miller 
Curator of Silver 


Mre Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

Ste Louis 2, Missouri 


VIM.eeks 







“NET PAID -CIRCULATION + DAILY OVER 150,000 - SUNDAY OVER 100,000 


bse Tet conan Che enn Gazette- SUNDAY TELEGRAM 


OWNERS OF RADIO STATIONS © RICHARD C. STEELE 


WTAG AND WTAG-EM romsner Ty 12, 1962 
Dear Mr. Newman; 

Your request for some research to be done at the American 
Antiquarian Society will not go unheeded. It's been a few years since 
I did this type of work there (A series of 90 picture stories on his- 
torical spots throughout the Worcester County area, for the newspaper). 

But, Mr. Newman, please be just a bit patient. Shottly after 
your letter arrived, I had to take my wife to the hospital. And yester- 
day I brought her home, along with a 7 1b. 5 oz. male baby—type human. 

This is our fourth, but it still disrupts the houshold, and 
is very time-comsuming. I suspect you understand. But I will get on 
the Brasher story as soon as possible. J.J.Teaparty, Brasher Doubloon 
Bestrike distributor, mentioned about two weeks ago that you WEre work- 
ing on such an article. I once asked the Kagins for their brochure on 
this piece, but never received it. Is there a copy of Walter Breen's 
monograph on it around? 

About your 1804 Dollar publication. I same feel sure Whitman 
will send me a copy. Mr. Bressett, formerly of Worcester, sends all 
such releases to my column for reviews. 

Just to follow up the Civil War dog—tag I mentioned in my 
last letter...Have you any idea on its background, how it got to tng- 


land, its metal, Etc? 





= s sia 


July 16, 1962 


Mr. E.J.Vaskas, Coin Editor 
Bvening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Vaskas: 
Congratulations on the arrival of your new numismatist. 


IT am delighted that you will look for the Brasher story 
in the Boston Evening Transcript. The sooner you can 
acvomplish this the happier I will be. 


The brochure which the Kagins sent out in connection 
with the Brasher situation was nothing more than a re- 
print of an artiole Art Kagin wrote in the November, 
1957 Scrapbook. Walter Breen’s article on the Brashers 
was published in the 1956 Centennial publication of the 
American Numismatie Society, page 137. I will make 

& photocopy for you if you need it. 


I would like you to ask the American Antiquarian Society 
if they have the Boston Evening Transcript for 1886 
s0 thet much is out of the way. 


I will certainly give you credit for locating this 
article when you do. wiht. | ae® 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 
Brie P. Newman, President 


P.S. My recollection is that Merriam was a diesinker 
in Boston who put out Civil War tokens. In fact, I think — 
he issued one or more himself. I will look this up - 
toni ght. : F 


BPN 
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duly 25, 1962 


Mr.E. J. Vaskas 
“Coin Editor — 
Evening Gagette | 
Worcester 1, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Vaskas: 


You will probably be unlucky enough to find the 

Brasher article in the first newspaper you look at 

and be deprived of reading all of the other interest- 

ing material in the Boston Transcript! The cataloguer 
ives no details on the length of the article but I 

an satisfied that it could not have been an advertise- 

ment. It could have been a part of a series on coins 

in general or just a general feature or filler. It 

apparently had no relation to the subsequent’ coin 

sale and was merely informational. 


‘Happy hunting! 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P, Newman, President 


BPN/atb— 
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February 18, 1963 


Mr. BE. de Vaskas - 


I am certainly brokenhearted 
about the Boston Transcript 
matter and I leave it up to 
you as to whether you want to 


finish November and December. 
Ke dca we b Nev IC 
—— 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


March 26, 1963 


Dr. Leon B, Leach 
21 Sanderson Road 
Lexington, Mags. 


Dear Dr. Leach: 


I have just spoken to Edwin Leventhal, who was attend- 
ing a coin show in St. Louis, and he indicated that 
you had acquired the original of the John Hull Diary 
and were having difficulty in reading it. I was very 
interested in that fact and presume that you are fully 
familiar with its publication by the American Anti- 
quarian Society in 1857 along with other matters con< 
cerning Massachusetts silver coinage. Being deeply 
interested in American Colonial coinage, I did want 

to find out if it was true that you had acquired the 
diary. 


Incidentally, if you like research, which apparently 
you do, there is a matter which only a Bostonian can 
de. There is an article in the Boston Transcript 
about Ephraim Brasher and the Brasher family. It is 
nentioned in a February 1, 1887 sales catalogue by 
Woodward, and reads as follows: 


"Within a few months the Boston Transcript has 
published an account of the Brashers, a family 
famous in the latter part of the lest century 
&@s goldsmiths in New York". 


Whether he means one month, six months, or nine months, 
I do not know but it is essential that this article 

be found. It probably has information on Brasher 
which is much more accurate than the nisstatenents 
subsequently made in the various coin publications. 

» Do you know anyvody who would volunteer to try to 
locate this, or do you like to do that type of work? 

I would be most interested in your comments. 


Sincerely yours, 
a ERIC P,. NEWMAN ) 
‘-EPN/atb 




















aa 


“Hip, 


April 11, 1963 


Dr. Leon B, Leach 
1751 Massachusetts Ave. 
Cambridge hO, Mass. 


Dear Dr. Leach: 


It was nice to hear from you and I am glad to learn 
of your interest in research. I presume you looked 
through the Boston Transcript for 1886 and the first 
quarter of 1887 rather than 1856 and 1857 as your 
letter indicates, 


You asked me whether it would be possible that the 
Srasher item would have been published after 1887. 

I do not believe so. What I now think is that cata- 
logues, at that time, were written up far in advance 
and were printed several months before the sale. 

If we relatethe comment about the Brasher article to 
the time of writing of the catalogue and then accept 
his statement that “within a few months the Boston 
Transcript has published an account of the Brashers" 
it is entirely possible that his vagueness might 

have been published in 1885 or even 188h, Since you 
did not find it in 1886. If you agree with me I think 
it would be well to begin at the end of 1885 and work 
backwards. There should be some kind of a genealogy 
section which would probably contain this type of 
article. It is of immense importance to find this 
article and I am so delighted you are willing to look 
for it. I know all toowell how frustrating these 
problems are but finding a needle in a haystack often: 
opens the door to an entirely new concept. You can 
imagine how many records and documents I had to look 
through to find the Good Samaritan seal. 


I will not attend the Wolfson Sale even thovgh the 
180 Dollar will be the subject of much excitement, 
I presume. 


ste Apri] 11, 1963 
Dr. Leon B. Leach 


I will tell my son that you are a numismatic dentist 
in case he sinks his teeth too far into some sabject 
at Harvard. 

Thank you for your wholehearted cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


~ LEON B. LEACH, D. M. D. 
1751 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 40, MASS. 


KI 7-7100 


April 8, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newmans 

Wish I really had the original Hull Diary, but I only 
have the American Antiquarium Society Publication of 
1857. I will rectify the false impression I left at the 
next Collectors Club of Boston meeting. However, I 
find the copy quite interesting as it gives me a better 
understanding of early Mass. silver coins. 

I am interested in doing Nusmismatic research and have 
gone to the library to look up that article about the 
Brasher family. So far I have looked through the 
Boston Transcriptsof 1856 and the First quarter of 1857 
See 7er1li do not find this article. Do you feel that 
the article was already printed by Feb. 1887 or that 
Woodward meant that it will be published a few months 
slime. HES cathlosue will come out? Let me know your 


opinion on this as I am desirious in helping in this 


matter. 





LEON B. LEACH, D. M. D. 
1751 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 40, MASS. 


KI 7-7100 


I hear you have a son at Harvard. If he has any 
dental problems, I am one of the staff dentists at the 
harvard health services and could be of assistance 

to him. If you come to Boston look me up. 


Will apvoreciate hearing from you. 


RespeetfuLly, ) 
3 L 
$n (3. peed, Plt 
Leon B. Leach D.M.D. 
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June 28, 1963 


Dr. Leon B. Leach 
1751 Massachusetts Ave. 
Cambridge Oy Mass. 


Dear Dr. Leach: 


I feel very let down that you have consumed so 
much research time with the Boston Transcript and 
not located the Brasher item. Possibly there is 
another alternative and that is that the newspaper 
was not the Boston Tramseript but another current 
Boston newspaper published in 1886. I should imagine 
that there would be articles on geneology and that 
this might have been one of them. If you feel like 
going further into the matter it would be wonderful, 


The importance of finding this item is that no 
one knows anything about Brasher and I am involved, 
among other things, in determining whether the 
Brasher Spanish Doubloon is a bona fide coin or 
is not. 


if you want a story of frustration with a happy 
ending, I am pleased to tell you that after fifteen 
years of fruitless research I have finally deter- 
mined the meaning of the word "Bungtown" and will 
write it up as part of the book I am doing on English 
halfpence in America. This is strictly a New England 
expression and I am now in a position to prove that 
"Bung" means "anys" and that "Bungtown" is, in vulgar 
slang, "asshole town". It is a humorously derisive 
expression which ought to liven up a long-hair coin 
article with coarse pornography. 


‘Thanks, very much, for your endless efforts and 
please feel free to make me work for you a little 
bit. | 





20 June 28, 1963 
Dr. Leon B. Leach 


I like to get my teeth into everything except 
forgeries by dental casting methods. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P, NEWMAW 


EPN/atb 


The Coin and Currency Institute, Inc. 
Book Publishers 
393 SEVENTH AVENUE e NEW YORK 1,N. Y. 
Wlsconsin 7-0370 





October 3, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Broth@rs ‘Stores’‘Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

Sts Oud St Poe wio.. 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed are two photographs of our Brasher Doubloon. 
One is actual size, the other is an enlargement. 


Many thanks for your kind offer of the spoons made by 
Ephraim Brasher to travel around with the coin. The spoons 
would undoubtedly lend interest to our exhibition of the 
doubloon, but at this time I don't think that they will 

fit in with our plans. We are now completing construction 
of an elaborate exhibit unit in which we will house the 
coin and it doesn't appear that there will be room for 

the spoons. However, should we be able to incorporate 

them into the exhibit, I will let you know. 


Cordially yours, 


CAPITOL COIN: CO; INC. 


JF 2pdda JACK FRIEDBERG 


Manufacturers of Numismatic Accessories 








Cr ae ee yi 














Pom. 


The Coin and Currency Institute, Inc. 
Book Publishers 


393 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
Wlsconsin 7-0370 





February 4, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Me. 


Dear Eric: 


According to a letter you wrote to Mr. Jack Friedberg on 
October 1, 1963, you are doing some research on the 
Brasher Doubloon. 


The other day I was invited to give a talk on this piece 
at the Metropolitan New York Numismatic convention in 
May, so I am trying to obtain as much information as 
possible on the subject. Therefore, I was wondering if 
you would send me any pertinent data in your files on 
the Brasher Doubloon and if you would be willing to let 
me incorporate it in my talk. 


Breen, in his article on this doubloon in the NUMISMATIC 
SCRAPBOOK of June 1957 and the A.N.S. Centennial Volume 

of 1958, gives some background on the six known Specimens. 
However, I would like to go further, if possible, and find 
out how and when the so-called original owners, namely: 
Parmelee, Stickney, Bushnell, Davis and Chapman acquired 
their pieces. It is known that the Mint acquired its 
specimen prior to 1842. TI plan to check old New York: City 
records to see if there was anything published about 
Brasher issuing these coins. 


Perhaps you can throw some light on the Brand specimens, 
Since I believe you were close to B.G. Johnson who handled 
the Brand collection. The doubloon at Yale University, 
according to Buttrey, is from the Brand collection and 
apparently was obtained from Johnson. Breen listed a 
Brasher Doubloon in a Mid-west collection as formerly 


Manufacturers of Numismatic Accessories 


The Coin and Currency Institute, Inc. 
Book Publishers 


393 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
Wisconsin 7-0370 
au) 





being owned by Brand. The doubloon acquired by the 
Capitol Coin Company several months ago came from 

the Brand estate. Therefore, are these last two 
pieces the same coin? If so, then Brand must have 
had two specimens. If they are different coins, then 
Brand had three specimens and a seventh specimen has 
been uncovered. I have not seen the file on the 
"Brasher" owned by Capitol Coin Company, but Jack 
Friedberg is checking this for me. 


Any assistance or information you can give me on 
Brasher personally, and his doubloons, will be 
greatly appreciated. If you are coming to New York 
soon, perhaps we can get together and discuss the 
subject. 


Sincerely, 


Ly ca * 


VERNON L. BROWN 


Manufacturers of Numismatic Accessories 


June 3, 196 


Mr. Vernon Brown 

Coin and Curreney Institute 
393 Seventh Avenue 

New York, Ne 4 on 10001 ; 


Dear Vernon: 


; I enjoyed reading your fine article on 
the Brasher Doubloon and am very pleased at the 
way you handled some of the very difficult specu- 
lations. It is an effective piece of research 
and writing. 


Would you be nice enough to send me an 
additional copy of the appropriate pages of The 
Numismatist. Brad will send you extras if you 
wish. : ; 


In referring to the character who is 
doing research on the Spanish Doubloon, I wanted 
to be sure you were referring to me. If not, I 
wanted to know who else might be working on the 
wae rotise 

My kindest personel psgkade. 


Sincerely yours, - 


ERIC P, NEWMAN — 


 BPN/atb 


The Coin and Currency Institute, Inc. 
Book Publishers 


393 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
WlIsconsin 7-0370 





June 8, 1964 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the nice comments pertaining to my article 
on "The Brasher Doubloon"., I am asking Brad to send 
me some reprints and will forward one to you as soon 
as I receive them. I was disappointed in that Brad 
did not use the photograph showing Brasher's house on 
Cherry Street. 


I was definitely referring to you as the "fellow numis- 
matist" who is doing research on the half doubloon and 
Lima doubloon. The discussion of these coins was omitted 
in accordance with a suggestion in one of your letters. 

I believe that John Ford and Don Taxey have assembled 
some information on the Brasher pieces but I don't know 
what it is or how they plan to use it. 


Hope to see you in New York soon. 


Sincerely yours, 


See 
Vernon L. Brown 


Manufacturers of Numismatic Accessories 





June 12, 196k 





In the W. B. Woodward coin sale held in Boston on. 
February 1, 1887 with respect to Lot No. 807 there is the 
following statement: 


"Within a few months the Beston Transcript 
has published an account of the Brashers, a 
family famous in the latter part of the last 
century as goldsmiths in New York.® 


Catalogues for coin sales were usually sent out about 
bS cays before the. sale. This comment was therefore written, 
we tust assume, in December of 1886. The article therefore 
should have appeared between May and November of 1886, 


I alreacy asked a person to look for this article 
in the Boston Transcript and they said they could not find 
it. I do not know if they missed the article or if it 
really was not there. The catealoguer could have meant 
another newspaper although I am advised that the Boston 
Transcript did publish genealogical matters as a normal 
feature but am net sure. 


There is-a file of the Boston Transcript in Harvard 
and it would be wonderful if this item could be found. 


It could, of courss, be earlier than May, 1886 if the 
cataloguer lost track of time, 
Daily Globe 
The Boston/a2z% is on microfilm. sh urge 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 








f ed 3 ; June 12, 196k 


In the W. E. Woodward coin sale held in Boston on 
(February 1, 1887 with respect to Lot No. 807 there is the 
‘following, statements : 


"Within a few months the Boston Transcript 
has published an account of the Brashers, a 
family famous in the latter part of the last 
‘century as goldsmiths in New York." 


Catalogues for coin sales were usually sent out about 
45 days before the sale. This comment was therefore written, 
we must assume, in December of 1886. The article therefore 
should have appeared between May and November of 1886. 


I already asked a person to look for this article 
in the Boston Transcript and they said they could not find 
it. I do not know if they missed the article or if it 
really was not there, The cataloguer could have meant 
another newspaper although I am advised that the Boston 
Transcript did publish genealogical matters as a normal 
feature but am not sure. ‘A 


met bn 
There is a file of the Boston Transcript in Harvard rata pole 
and it would be wonderful if this item could be found. 


It could, of course, be earlier than May, 1886 if the 
cataloguer lost track of time. 
Daily Globe ‘ 
The Boston/#a2% is on microfilm kh, other. band gb Ain 


haa he cheekhed 


ERIC P. NEWMAW 


EPN/atb 
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Auguet 6; 196k 


Mr. Robert W. Julian — 
1003 Riverside Drive. 
Logansport, Indiana 


Dear Mr. Julians 


I noticed your article in The Numi smatist — 
with respect to the alleged Brasher assays. 


I an enclosing herewith a photocopy of the 
article in A.J.N. which has been guoted and ree 
quoted, and the source of which I have looked for, 
for years. I have never been able to find the 


quotation which ie given and wonder if you have 
any thoughts. 


I have not checked the Report of the Secretary 
of State (Jefferson) to the House of Representatives, 


on weights, measures, and coins, but it is certainly. 
not in Hamilton's 1791 report. 


If you have any thoughts as to where this 
quotation ean come from it will clear up @ ante 
watt difficult puszle. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P, WEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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1003 Riverside Drive 
Logansport, Indiana 
August 9, 1964 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Missouri (63178) 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


The quotation in the AJN is from American State Papers, Finance, 
Vol. I, page 366. Since I had never seen this reference in its 
entirety, I was unaware that the two were connected until you sent 
me the photostat. There is most certainly an error here as the 
Secretary of the Treasury (Hamilton) could have ordered only the 
1790 assay I spoke of in the Numismatist letter; Jefferson, as the 
Secretary of State, would have ordered the other in compliance of 
the 1792 Mint Law. The Stave Department, in the early years, was in 
charge of the mint. The inferences drawn from this note by the 
AJN editor t®? in my opinion, absurd, as assigning a note to someone 
else proves exactly nothing about one's financial standing. a 


I have worked almost entirely from American source material 
with the occasional exception of an English printed work but the 
latter have proved to be of little consequence. I have contemplated 
having the Boulton material microfilmed. There is a lot of source 
material in this country that is untouched but finding it and having 
time to use it is another problem. 


If I understand correctly, you have straightened out the names 
in the Digges letters; I used a microfilm copy of the Jefferson papers 
(itself in poor shape) and besides some of the letters were themselves 
faded. I will be waiting to hear from you about this (it can wait 
until Cleveland, though). 


I plan on arriving at the ANA convention on the afternoon of 
the 20th but that isx strictly tenative as I am bringing at least 
two others with me. 


Looking forward to meeting you at the ANA, I remain 


Sincerely yours 
} a ils 
l\etecet WW (Aten 
Robert W. Julian 


oa 
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POTOMAC BOOKS, INC. — Publishers -1518 K Street NW Washington D.¢.20005 Telephone 347-2620 


January 10, 1966 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I have heard from Mr. Walter Breen that you have some information 
on a Brasher who signed notes of the New York Water-Works from 1775-76. 
I am descended from the Brashers and am doing some work on the family. 
I have a great deal of data on 17th and 18th century Brashers which [I 
am trying to sort out. The simularity of names is giving me a few prob- 
lems. 


I am particularly interested in Col. Abraham Brasher and Ephraim 
Brasher of the Doubloon fame. I have already, of course, the excellent 
biography of Ephraim which appeared in the Numismatic Magazine. 


Yours sincerely, 
Craig Colgate, Jr., 


Vice President 


CCIr. /gmr 





January 13, 1966 


Mr, Craig Colgate, Jr. 
Potomac Books, Inc. 
1518 K Street, N.W. ~ 
Washington, D. C. 20005 


Dear Mr. Colgate: 


In your letter of Januery 10, 1966, you really fell 
into a trap. I was just waiting for someone, like you, 
to appear upon the scene. 


My interest in Ephrgin Brasher as to coinage produced 
a file one inch thick. or several years I have been about 
to write an erticle on the Spanish Brasher Doubloon but 
have never done so, This coin, as you may know, is differ- 
ent from the New York Brasher Doubloon. The reason I had 
“not written this article is because I was never able to 
locate a published eccount of the Brasher family which, no 
doubt, you have located, 


In W. E, Woodward's Coin Sale, held in Boston, Februery 1, 
1887, there is stated with respect to Lot No, 807, the 
following: 


"Within e few months the Boston Transcript 
has published an account of the Brashers, a 
family famous in the latter part of the last 
century as goldsmiths in New York." 3 
I have had several people independently look through 
the files of the Boston Transcript end could not find any 
such erticle. Maybe it wasn't the Boston Transcript. Maybe 
it was a few "years" instead of a few “months". Whetever the 
situation is, have you found that write-up, end, if se, could 
you send me a cepy? ee | | 


It might interest you to know that I have two sets of 
spoons made by Ephraim Brasher, one with the oval hallmark 
and one with the rectangular hallmark so on rare occasions 
we est with your relative's products. | | 3 
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I also heve done considerable work on forged counter- 
Stamps with the "EB" initials. 


Now, to get down to your request. I am enclosing a 
photocopy of the New York Water Works note with the Brasher 
name. I am not sure what the first part is, whether it is — 
an “H", for Henry, or whether it is "Ab" for Abraham, end 
therefore will ask your opinion as to who this is. 


 IT-have been unable to find in the records of the City 
of New York an authorization for the signers of the March S, 
1776 paper money issue by the City. Apperently Brasher did 
not sign any other issue, 


I will, naturally, be glad to cooperate with you in 
your research with the understanding thet my interest is 
strictly in the numismatic field but there are so neny 
areas of mutual help that it would be well if we conla 
make progress together. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY | 


EPN/atb 


| 
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January 17, 1966 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
5450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you very much for your letter of January 13, 1966, with 
its xerox copy of the note for the New York Water-Works, signed by Abraham 
Brasher = for I do believe this is Abraham Brasher (1734-1783). Abraham 
Brasher was a very prominent pre-Revolutionary figure in New York. Lead 
from the windows of his house was taken for bullets for the Continental 
Army and he fled with his family to Morristown, New Jersey during the 
British occupation of New York. He is buried in the Morristown churchyard. 
He was a colonel in the New York militia and member of the New York Legis- 
lature during the Revolution. His son, Abraham Brasher, Jr. (1777-1814) was 
a New York merchant and sea captain and commanded a privateer in the War of 
1812. He fell sick in Norway and died in Drontheim. Unfortunately, I 
have never been able to establish the relationship between these Brashers 
and your Ephraim. I have a number of genealogical documents and records on 
the Brasher family, but your Ephraim does not emerge from them. As you 
know, the names Ephraim and Abraham were common and it is very easy to get 
the generations mixed-up. However, I think it is fairly clear that they 
were not brothers, though Ephraim may have been a cousin of either Abraham 
Senior, or Junior. 


I was grateful to get your reference to the article in the 

Boston Transcript. I have never seen this and will do my best to run it 
down. If I get it, I will send you a copy, but I doubt that the search will 
be easy, since as you suggest, there may be an error in the reference. In- 
cidentally, several years ago, I gave to the Yale Library, Abraham Brasher's 
pass which entitled him to pass freely through the Continental lines. I am 
not certain, but I believe that Brasher signed his pass. This would enable 
you to compare signatures and prove conclusively that your Water-Works note 
was indeed signed by him, but in my mind there is little doubt. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Page Two 
January 17, 1966 


I will keep in touch with you and let you know if I get 
anything that will be of use to you. I am glad that you are working on 
the problem as I believe that Ephraim played a sufficiently important 
role in our early artistic and financial life, that he deserves to be 
better known to history. 


Thanks again for your letter, 
Sincerely yours, 
/ ig LY ~ 
Dress Kn ah Va 
Craig Colgate, Jr. 


CCIr. /gmr 
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Boston, Massachusetts 02117 


1 February 1966 


Mr. Craig Colgate, Jr. 

Vice President 

Potomac Books Inc., Publishers 
1518 "K" Street NW 
Washington, D. C. 20005 


Dear Mr. Colgate: 


In reply to your inquiry of 17 January 1966 the report 
of Mr. Edwin G. Sanford of the History Department is given below. 


Ephraim Brasher, the, producer of the "Brasher Doubloon," 
was undoubtedly Ephrai 4 Brasier, Jr., the son of Ephraim? 
and Catherine (Van Kauren) Brasier, Sr., who was baptized 
on 18 April 1744. The Brasier or Brasher family was 
descended from Henry! Brasier who was a resident of 
Gravesend, Long Island, as early as 163. He appears to 
have been a resident of the Colony of New Amsterdam as 
early as 1637, and he_may have lived in New England 

prior to 1637. Henry+ Brasier was a member of the Dutch 
Church in New York, and died in 1691. His son, Abraham@ 
Brasier (1668-after 1710), was one of the leading 
followers of Jacob Leisler for which he was later par- 
doned by the King. His grandson, Ephraim’ Brasier, Sr., 
was baptized on 2 June 1710, and presumably died about 
1756, assuming that the Catherine Brasier who was 
licensed to marry an Albert Ryckman on 3 May 1756 was 

his widow. 


Ephraim Brasier, Jr., married (1) Ann Gilbert 
(marriage bond dated 8 November 1766), and (2) on 25 
November 1797 Mary Austin (Richard H. Greene, "Genealogy 
of the Family of Brasier, Brasher, Breser, Bresart, 
Bradejor," The New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Record (New York, 1896), 27:0-l1, and Names of Persons 
for Whom Marriage Licenses were Issued by the Secretary of 
the Province of New York, Previous to 17 Albany, N. Y., 
1860), p. 42). According to Francis B. Heitman, Historical 
Register of Officers of the Continental Army During the 
War of the Revolution, April, 1775, to December, 1783. New 
Revised, and Enlarged edition (Washington, D. C., 191), 
p. 118), Ephraim Brasher of New York was credited with 
service as a lieutenant in the New York Militia in 1776. We 


RON ed re woe 
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also find the following references which probably apply 
to this man, Lieutenant Ephraim Brasher served in Colonel 
John Lasher's Regiment of New York Militia (no date) 
(James A. Roberts, New York in the Revolution as Colon 

and State. Second edition (Albany, N. Y., 1898), p. 218). 
Berthold Fernow, editor, Documents Relating to the Colonial 
History of the State of New York (Albany, N. Y., 1887), 
Volume XV; State Archives, Volume I, p. 285, notes that a 
Lieutenant Ephraim Brasher of the Rhinebeck Precinct was 
appointed on 18 August 1778 as a member of Colonel 
Zephaniah Platt's Regiment of "Associated Exempts," and, 
also, p. 542, that a Lieutenant Ephraim Brasher served in 
New York in 1775 or 1776 (or both) "In the Militia and 
Six Months." The Militia service was in either the First 
or Second New York Volunteer Regiment, and, presumably, 
the "Six Months" service was a levy from the Militia to 
serve with the Continental troops in the New York area. 


We found only one reference to Ephraim Brasher in the 
genealogical columns of the Boston Evening Transcript. The 
column for Monday, 12 April 1920, Q 8072, contained a query 
asking for “any Brasher data." On Monday, 3 May 1920, 

A 8072, an answer to the above was printed and among the 
various Brashers mentioned was the note that "Ephraim 
Brasher, a silversmith, then lived [in 1790] with one 

male [child ?] over sixteen [years of age] in Montgomery 
Ward, New York city." Our reading of the 1790 census of 
New York does not appear to be in agreement with the above. 
We find that the family of Ephraim Brasher of "New York 
City, Montgomery Ward" presumably consisted of himself, 
his wife, his daughter, and four slaves (Heads of Families 
at the First Census of the United States Taken in the Year 
1790 (Washington, D. C., 1908), p. 123). Rk. S. Yeoman's 

A Guide Book of United States Coins. 18th Revised edition 
Racine, Wis., 1964), p. lO, states that Ephraim Brasher, 
"a well-known goldsmith and jeweler," was the "next door 
neighbor of George Washington, in New York." 





We also find that Ephraim Brasher was elected a 
"Sachem" of the Society of the Sons of Saint Tammany of 


New York in May 1790 (The Pennsylvania Magazine of Histor 
and Biography, vol. 27, no. 1 (1903), p. 41). He died in 


——_ 
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Mr. Craig Colgate, Jr. a 1 February 1966 


New York about November 1810, aged 67 years (Columbian 
Centinel of Boston, of 21 November 1810, p. 2, col. 2). 


May we suggest that you might obtain additional infor- 
mation about Ephraim Brasher by writing to the New York 
Public Library, 5th Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 
(10018) or to the New-York Historical Society, 170 Central 
Park West, New York (1002)). 


Very vs y yours, 
re) 


} PRO A el 


AO all of 
General Reference Services 


\ | 
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POTOMAC BOOKS, INC. | Publishers- 1518 K Street NW: Washington D.C.20005 Telephone 347-2620 


February 7, 1966 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
5450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I wrote the Boston Public Library to see if I could track down 
the reference to Ephraim Brasher allegedly the Boston Transcript. I received 
the enclosed detailed reply which adds little to what we already know and by 
implication seems to say that the reference to the Boston Transcript must be 


in error, 
Do stop off and see me sometime if you are ever in Washington, 
Yours sincerely, 
Orin’, lily 
Craig Colgate, Jr., 
Vice President 
CCIr./gmr 
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July 22, 1966 


Dr, Sereh Freeman 
John Work Garrett Library 
Evergreen House 

4545 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Deer Sally: 


I just saw the article in COIN AGE showing you at 


‘work and showing some of the gems of the collection. I 


a 


ae y 
ae es Se ee he SPs 
: : 


thought the photographs were unusually nice and well repro- 


duced (except for the one which was reversed), 


IT am very much dnterested in knowing whethes you have 
the negatives covering these photographs or whether someone 


~  @lse has. I particularly want the pair of negatives contain- 


ing the three Bresher Doubloons unless each is on a separate 
negative, in which ease I would like to borrew allof them. 
Would you let me know what this situation is as. I would Like 


so try to make some special enlargements, 


This summer while my wife was buying antiques in 


-. Trelend and England I did a reasonable amount of coin research 


and will in due course be writing it up. 


There certainly ere a lot of capable women in the nue 


cag niinatio field and I wonder if you know Joan Martin of the 


British Museum Goin Department and Mrs. Robertson of the Glasgow 
Museum. 


I will tell you one as haben ti tg etory I learned in Europe. 


a a woman by the name of Novella D'Andrea, who was a teacher at 


the University of Bologna in the lhth century, was so attractive 
thet the students could not keep their minds on their work and 


te the. school ordered her tu conduct her classes from behind a 


sereen. I hope this story is not @ bologna. 


I look forward to hesring from you and hope that our 


sade will ross in the not too distant future, 


| Kindest personal Pe gaT Ass . 


¢ Sincerely yours, _ 


“EPH/ath 


am is ‘ 


“ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





dn Rs Eine Paes Miami, Florida 


— October 18, 1967 
RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (5); 

ARMZD ROBBERY OF JEWELRY, 

CASH, AND RARE COINS OF 

UNDETERMINED VALUE, 

COCONUT GROVE, MIAMI, FLORIDA, 

OCTOBER 5, 1967; 

MR. AND MRS, WILLIS H, DU PONT- 

VICTIMS 

Shortly after midnight, October 5, 1967, five 
armed, masked males entered the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Willis H. du Pont, 3500 St. Gaudens Road, Coconut Grove, 
Miami, Florida, and at gunpoint, took approximately $4,000 
in “cash, $1, 000 of which was in loose silver dollars, 
appro oximateiy $50,000 in jewelry, being thirty pieces of 
women’s jewelry, consisting of rings, earrings, and bracelets 
and fifteen pieces of men's jewelry, consisting of watches, 
studs and cufflinks, and an extensive coin collection 
maintained in a conceaied safe, 
This coin collection consisted of (1) a portion 

of e Mixhailovitch Collection of: Russian Coins and Medals, 


h 
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ued by du Pont at about $1,000,900; (2) an almost 
nS 


ete collection of U.S, reguar issues, Silver and goid, 
ommemo Sens gold, and of territorial goid, valued by 
tC approximately $500000; (3) a collection of rare, 
ommon foreign coins of approximately 138 different 
PIES ,.5e7. 7 ae and municipalities, valued by 
proximately ; $50,000; and (4) a small collection 
iiver, copper, and brass coins of undetermined 
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fae portion of the Mikhailiovitch Collection taken, 


consisted of 257 items ae. With four exceptions, goid and 
platinum coins and medals, These items made up approximately 
thirty-seven per cent of the total 712 gold and platinum 
items in the entire Mikhailovitch Collection. These coins 





are mainly gold and platinum rubles, gold ducats, gold 
imperiais and the medals are commemorative gold. Two 
of these coins are unique, being the only ones known, 
namely: 


The third coin, 1882 gold 3 rubles piece, in proof condition 
is one of the three known cut of six originally struck. 


UNITED STATES COINS 





* This collection totals about 4,400 coins, being 
about 3,100 coins of silver, copper, and bronze, and about 
1,300 gold coins. 


Silver and Other Metals 


This portion of the collection, including half-cents 
through silver dollars and trade dollars, includes at least 
one copy of every coin, with about 100 exceptions, of all 
coins listed in R, S. Yeoman's 1968 edition of "Guide. Book 
of United States Coins", commonly known as the "Red Book", 
Some of the more rare or more valuable coins in the category 
are as follows: 


H21lf-Cents 1793-1357 








1796 with Pole ) EY 





Complete set of 12 


Complete set 





Complete set of nickel three-cent pieces, 1865-1889, 


Complete set of silver three-cent pieces, 1851-1873, 
most of which are in proof condition, 


og te a 


oe een + --- ~ —_-—-~- a —t - . 
, . ‘ ot FS 


Nickel Five-Cent Pieces 
Ze ie atic ag ee ee 


Date Condition 
1877 Proof 


Dimes 1796-to date 
stieatrthclaoe ostnoale he DB ately bch 


1796 ee. | oe 
1797 13 stars EF. 
1859 obverse 1859, Proof 


reverse 1860 
Twenty-Cent Pieces 1875-1878 
Complete set including; 
1876 C.c, ee es 


Quarter-Dollars 1796-to date 


L796 Une. 
1827 vrestrike 5 Proot 
1866 one known . Proo?z 
1901 S Unc. 
T9134 Une. 
1918 S over 7 Unc. 


Haif-Dollars 1794-to date 
stars taht cfs areca ect al sta Mk 


1838 0 Unc, 
1866 unique Proof 


Silver-Dollars 1794-1935 
ee entail aden 


1794 | G: 
1795 two leaves Unc. 
1797 9 stars left, Unc. 


¢ right, small letters 
1804 type 1, original (Stickney specimen) 
1804 type 2, vrestrike Proof 
1839 opverse, reeded edge 
1866 no motto, two known 
1895 Proof 


Trade Dollars 
1884 copper-silver plated 
Gold Coins 


THis. MOrtiennor “the collectaon, representing 
less than thirty per cent of the United States collection, 
numerically represents about eighty per cent of the value of 
the entire United Stdades collection, This section contains at 
least one copy of each of the listed coins, with about 
Sixty exceptions, of all coins listed under Gold Regular 
Issue, under Commemorative Gold, and under Private or Terri-; 
torial Gold in R, S, Yeoman's 1968 edition of the "Red Book", 
some of the more rare or more valuablecoins of this group 
are as follows: 


Gold Dollars 1849-1889 


Date ~~ Condition 

1875 | Proof 
Quarter-Eagles ($2.50 Gold Pieces) 
1796-1929 

1848 CAL F. 

1854 § | ge ae 

1862 over 1 Eom - 

1863 Proof 


Three-Dollar Gold Piece 1854-1889 


Complete set with exception of 1870 S unique, 
including: 


1875 Proof 
1876 Proof 


Four-Dollar Gold or "Stella" 
1879-1880 


Complete set of these four pattern coins in proof 
condition, . 


Half-Eagles ($5,00 Gold Pieces) 


1797-1929 


1795 Heraldic Eagle 
1815 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 small date 
1854 8 


Eagles ($10,00 Gold Pieces) 
1795-193 





Almost camplete set, including; 


1907 wire edge 
1907 rolled edge 


hs cages 
Unc, 
Hite, 
UAC, 
vac: 
Une. 
EF, 


Unc. 
Unc, 


Double Eagles ($20,00 Gold Pieces) 


1849-1933 
Almost complete set, including: 


1861 8 A,O, Paquet Rev. 
1883 . 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1890 

1895 

1905 

1906 


Commemorative Gold 
Includes complete set of: 


Grant Memorial Gold Dollars 


Lewis & Clark Exposition Gold Dollars 


Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 
Proof 


Louisiana Purchase Exposition Gold Dollars 


Me Kinley Memorial Gold Dallars 
Panama ~-Pacific Exposition 

Gold Dollar 

Quarter Eagle 

$50.00 Round 

$50,00 Octagonal 


-5- 


Commemorative Gold (cont.) 

Philadelphia Sesquicentenial Quarter Eagle 

Private or Territorial Gold Coins 

3 Templeton Reid Georgia 1930 

Complete set including: 

(No date) Ten Dollars Dae. 
Christopher Bechtler 1830-1852 

Almost complete set with four exceptions. — 
August Bechtler 1842-1852 

Complete shes Fear er eer | 


5 Dollars Carolina, 141 gr. 20 carats, restrike, 
proof condition. — 


Norris, Grieg & Norris 1849 
1849 Half Eagle--plain edge 
1849 Half Eagle--reeded edge 
1850 Half Eagle--lunigue)Stockton 
Moffat & Co, 1849-1853 
Complete set of $5.00 and $10,00 Gold Pieces 
Agustus Humbert 
185] almost complete set, 
United States Assay Office of Gold 
1852 complete Be 
U.S, Assay - Moffat 


1853 20 D. 


i849 
1849 


i849 


Cy tr Cr oy 
bh bt CO 


fret acd food rod 
0) 00 00 ® 


1851 


1851 


Cincinnati Mining & Trading Co, 


10 Dollars - plain edge 

10 Dollars - milied edge 
Massachusetts & California Co, 

oy Unc. 

oD. W ie 
Miner’s Bank 1849 

10 Be : 
J, S, Ormsby 1849 | 

o Dollis, Unc. 

iG Doil a ‘ Ge : 
Pacific Company 1849 

lL Dollar 1 oer 

oD Dollars Unc. 

10 Dollars ie 
Dubosqg & Company 1850 

Ten D. Fs 

Five D. i 
Baldwin & Company 1850 

Five Dol. FS 

Ten Dollars Fe 

Ten D. F. 

Twenty D ¥ak 
Schuitz & Company 1851 

Five D Unc. 
Dunbar & Company i851 

Five D ; Unc; 


Wass, Molitor & Company 1852-1855 
Compiete Set. 


Keilogg & Company 1854-1855 


1854 Twenty D Ea 
short arrow heads 

1854 Twenty D Bo 
long arrow heads 

1855 Twenty D ie, 

LGoo Pitty Dolls, Unc. 


California Small Donomination 
Gold Pieces — 


25¢ Octagonal numerous 
i o 


25¢ Round numerous 
50¢ Octagonal numerous 
50¢ Round “numerous 
$1 Octagonal numerous 
Si. Round numerous 


Oregon Exchange Company 1849 


D | ae 
Mormon Gold Pieces 1849-1860 
Complete set. 

Colorado Gold Pieces 1860-1861 
Complete set. 


John Parsons & Company 1861 


9 

(1861) Undated 24 D. Be 

(1861) Undated Five D. 1a 
J. J. Conway & Company 1861 

(1861) Undated 24 Dolls. EF, 


may eee 


J. J. Conway & Company 1861 (cont.) 
(1861) Undated Five Dollars Une. 
Above set in Goldine (one of 200 sets). 


861) Undated 24 Dollars 
(1861) Undated 5 Dollars -’- 
S61) Undated 10 Dollars 


(This set above marked Number 172 and mounted in 
in custem plastic case.) 


Miscelianeous Coins & Tokens 


Coins and Tokens of the English- 
American Colonies ; 





Massachusetts 





Oak Tree Shilling Fs 
Oak Tree Twopence i. 
Pine. Tree Shilling 1 ae 
Pine Tree Sixpence E, 
Pine Tree Threepence Fr. 
Coinage of William Wood 
1722 Penny, Ucile Duici ie 
Rosa Americana 
Tokens and Pattern Coins 
Erasher’s Doubloons 
1787 Doubloon, punch on wing, ; F. 
gold 


FOREIGN COINS 
rs 
These coins are common, Scarce, and rare coins, 
of some vintage from 138 different foreign countries, 
cities, and municipalities throughout the world, which have 
been accumulated over the years during the course of travel 
by various members of the du Pont family and their friends. 


ih ad 


4. 
ri 


While there are some vaiuabie specimens in the collection, 
they are not considered outstanding or extremely valuable, 
Mr. du Pont has advised that these approximately 2,600 coins 
would have an estimated total value of about $50,000, 


CHINESE COINS 


These approximately 95 coins constitute a 
separate coilection given as 2 gift to Mr, Lammot du Pont, 
father of Willis H. du Pont, by. a relative who had spent 
Some time in China. They consist of silver, copper, and 
brass coins, being both of regular issue and of memorial 
type. They were maintained in a separate five drawer 
cabinet on display in du Pont'’s den and their value has not 
been estimated at this time, 
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4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE 10, MARYLAND 


ELIZABETH BAER, Librarian 
SARAH E. FREEMAN, Curator, Numismatics 
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EVERGREEN HOUSE - 


Margo Russell 

Coin world 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Mrs. Russells; 


Well after a couple of hours of shovelling snow I made it 
in to the office this morning. I was not quite certain what you said you 
were sending on to me - that may arrive the first of the week ~ or whether 
it would require an answer. 


es 
. 


However, I looked up an article on the Brasher pieces, written by Breen, 
and published in the Centennial volume of the American Numismatic Society. 
He describes and gives the pedigree for all known Brasher pieces, and there 
are nine items. The first five are the "New York doubloons" with 
em. on wing, narin Smithsonian, "Mitd-west collection,” Yale, JHU, and 
Boyd. No. 6 is JHU with cm. on breast. 


7 with em. on wing is generally known as the haif ponteae Ls 
is on a thin flan, and consequently lighter. 
is ae same diameter, if measured just to the beade 
has b cut down, so that most of the legend is mi: 
poe visible. It was said at that time (- 
n, ex several owners. IT would bet a dolla 
t 


a. 


al 


hat this is the Dupont piece. It is to all intent vs h 
th ugh nit actually isn't, by weight and over all size. Yale is full size and 


« 


the legend is completely clear, so there can be no confusion. * the date on 
the so-called half, for example, is completely missing. 


Lest you wonder, nos. & and 9 in the list are the Lima type pieces 
I presume it is the "Mid-West collection" piece % @ changed 


Tt have also noticed that the countermarks on the Yale and Dupont (7) pieces 
are different in that Yale is perfectly horizontal, and the other slants noticeably 
from left up to right. 


Hope this may help to solve your mystery. 


pein! yours, 


Po 


eae Elizabeth Freeman 
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YOU HAVE MY aauacas (OM: TO PUBLISH PEDIGREE OF MY BRASHER 
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HAROUD “GRAY 


LAWYER 


Vecemuenr. 0, ° 1967 


Margo Russell, 
badator,, Comune Worid, 
Sidney News Building, 
Sidney, Ohio. 


Dear Miss Russell: 


In. reply!toe, your latest telegram to Mr. 
Willis H. du Pont regarding his Brasher Doubloon, 
this coin was acquired by the late Lammot du Pont, 
Cie» iatier sr Wa hie Hey do ‘Pont. in 1933 from. B. 


Max Mehl from the Waldo Newcomer ,§& Jackman Collections. 


Mi ouonn. 5 Brasher Doubloon is a 1787, 
Radiant Sun and Mountains on the Obverse. The reverse 
Pseue) Carte ase dug sthe initials —.B.. His.coin 
has a punch on the wing. 


This 25 011 sthe anformation available from 
Mr. dhe Pontisrecords: 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 
ANN ARBOR 


18 March 1968 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


The last I heard the Brasgher Doubloon 
belonged to the insurance company, but Yale was feel- 
ing an obligation to buy it back to encourage alumni 
who might not otherwise donate such fancy stuff. If 
you want me to pursue it further, I can contact the 
curator and the librarian for you. 


Please let me know. 


Yours, 


ye 


Es Ve Buetiiey 
Associate Chairman 


TVB:bl 


3 ee vel Sie snnstefenei1i 
Room A=h022 
Smithsonien Institute — 
‘Washington, De sd 


rea Val: 


There vt returned iievewisk the. two Seeshiel 
Doubloon Slides whith you + di kind enough te lend for 
My tel et the Washington Numiesmetic Seminer, We have 
had api idstes mede of then sid appreciate aoa hee kaa 
ation. 


Would it be possible ‘for you “to evita fer us, cath 
in due course, an enlargement of the. negative which, ae 
doubt, you have of the 1253 420 ¥,38 eAssay Office 900° 

fine plees? If you wish to lend us the negatives, 

we weuld be glad te hsve the enlargements made, 


the tel which you gave before the seniner was 
fascinating to me, as I expressed to you st the time. 
I knew thet you end Lise did more then your pert in  —-T 
making the seminer a success and the bbe tet ent, 
indicated the enthusiesn otha the project. 

Kindest ‘personal . regards te both of yous 


Sincerely rea. 


aan Gs 


RIG Pe NEWMAN: WMTSKATIO 
wires dein he aide 


BPM /a th 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY _ 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 





April h, 1968 oe aM 


Mr. Val Clein-Stefanelli 
Room A-)022 
Smithsonian Institute pe 
We sh ington P dD ° C 2 j At 





Desr Val: 


M 

There is returned herewith the two Bresher rm 

Doubloon slides which you were kind enough to lend for ak a 

my talk at the Washington Numismetic Seminer. We heve ee 

hed duplicetes made of them and appreciate your coopere- . See 
ation. 


Would it be possible for you to obtein for US» 
in due course, en enlargement of the negative which, no 
doubt, you have of the 14853 $20 U.S.,Assay Office 900 
fine piece? If you wish to lend us the negatives, es 
we would be glad to have the enlargements made, ce 


The telk which you gave before the seminer was 
fascineting to me, as I expressed to you et the time. 
I know thet you end Lise did more then your part in 
making the seminar a success and the attendence, definitely, 
indiceted the enthusiasm for the project. 


Kindest personel regards to both of you. 


Sincerely yours, 

‘Se RPGS SF 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
; EDUCATION SOCIETY 





EP /e th 


. NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 





July 2h, 1968 


Mr, Willis H.DuPont 
3500 St.Gaudens Road 
Miami, Florida 33133 


Deer Mr.~Du Pont: 


We have been doing research on the subject 
of the Brasher Deubloon for a number of years and gave 
& program on March 23, 1968 at the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution with emphasis on that subject. We need some 
additional data to complete cur work for eventual vubli- 
cation. 


Now thet your Brasher Doubloon has been recovered, 
we would be appreciative if you could send us an enlarged 
photograph of its two faces and elso its accurate weight. 
Naturally, if there is any cost involved we will gladly 
reimburse you. Perhaps you already have fine photographs. 


As you mey know, the writer, in 1962, published 
with Kenneth &. Bressett, a book entitled "The Fantastic 
180) Dollar", This book included pictures of 211 180k 
dollars including the two 180h dollars which were in your 
collection at the time it was stolen; (see pages 120 and 
134). We merely mention this book as an example of the 
Sincerity of our work. 


We realize the extent of the ordeal involving 
your robbery and the recovery problems and sincerely hope 
that you will cooperate with us es to our request as the 
scientific and cultural work in numismatics should go on 
in spite of the coin crime wave. 


Sincerely yours, 





Te gaan ‘ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
Hei ; : EDUCATION SOCIETY 

‘See EPN 

ath 





A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
_ THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION” ee 
“OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS ee 


Bas mere 
3500 Jt Ga Koad 
(a! ae Fostih; 33133 


IN REPLY REFER TO: 
Post OLFice Box 347 
Coconut Grove Station 
Miami; \Fiorada, 33133 


November 7, 1968 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 

Sts. Lowes S&, MEssourz. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I see no reason why I will not be 
able to ultimately supply you with a photograph 
of my Brasher Doubloon. 


However, at the present time. 10.25.18 
the custody of the Federal Marshal in connection 
with a pending criminal trial involving federal 
charges against the person from whose possession 
they recovered the coin. 


Therefore, at such: time as I am able 
to do so, I will be most happy to comply with 
your request. I have no idea when this might 
be possible inasmuch as the trial of the case 
in question has been set over until eariy 1969. 


Best wishes. 
Sincerely, 


o5 > oa 
LO | he A wae fo 






WHduP :nlj 


FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
August 18, 1969 


Mr. Lee Hewitt 
7320 Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, Tllinois 60648 





1 =. Deer Lee: 


. eee Talking with you was wonderfully refreshing. Neturally, 
Ae I am following up ss I said I would, 


ys You indicated yon would give me the exact citation of the 

eee erticle in COIN WORLD concerning the so-called helf Brasher 
Deubloon, You indicated you hed furnished the informetion 
for this article in the Spring of this yeer,. 


You told me thet Jemes L. Doak saw this half Brasher 
‘ Doubloon in the Ball Estate, many years ago, and that it hed 
_.@ heavy test cut neer the outer edge. You told me that 
after frenk Smith bought it from the Bell Estate, James L, 
Doak saw it, again, and it had been circumsized, reducing 
its diemeter substentially so that the test cut was elimineted. 


* Who was the competitor of Smith in buying the piece? Wes 
a mene? 


ae Oe After speaking to you, I telked to Vern Sheldon and Vern 
> will give us his coopersetion in esking Mr, Doak to confirm 
the detsils on the matter. 


It is of substential importance that this be documented 
and any other thoughts you heve on the matter please communi- 
eate them to us. You indicated you would have no difficulty 

in Locating the citation to forward to us. 


May I also heve James L, Doak's address. 


Sinseresy yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 





“EPH /atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


: 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 25, 1969 


Mr.James L. Doak 
4720 N. Racine Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 6060 


Deer Mr. Doak: 


At the A.N.A. Convention, in Philadelphia, Lee Hewitt 
wes telking about your experience with the Brasher Doubloon 
and sugsested that you be contacted to confirm, personally, 
what you saw in the eerly 1950's. 


Ss you know, Lee Hewitt wrote up the matter in the 
Mey 8, 1968 COIN WORLD and I think it is important, in the 
coin reseerch we conduct, to heve your verification. 


Would you be nice enough to answer the questions in 
this letter, either in a seperate letter, or on the enclosed 
duplicate. ; 


le Do you remember the neme of the bank which 
was hendling the Bell “stete, in Muncie, Indiana, end 
offered you the Brasher Doubloon et $2,000? 


2e Was the indentation in the edge of the Brasher 
Deubloon a planchet creck, or was it a test cut, or 
some other deliberate cut? 


36 Was Frank Smith the desler in front ef whom 
you mentioned the coin's availability when you were 
telking to Ben Green and Morris Thacker? 


Lh. Did you see the coin,after Frank Smith bought 
it from the estete,with the edge demege and did you 
see the coin in Frank Smith's possession after it had 
been cut down eircunferentially to remove the defect? 


Se Gould you give a little closer date as to 
peter yd ell happened then the early pert. of the 
s 








3 6%" Are tee. Howitt's facts correct as stated 
din the eryasees 









4 enn RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION. 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS _ 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC POUCA FON ‘SOCIETY 









6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Po Se August 25, 1969 
Mr. James 1. Doak 


4. We believe the coin now resides in the Smithsonian 
Institution, , 


ee ae To refresh your memory there is enclosed a photocopy 
ve of the COIN WORLD article, by Lee. 


as lhc Any other information on the matter which you cere to 
mention would be most apprecicted, 


ree If you use the duplicate copy of this letter for ans- 
- wering, please sign your neme on the sheet, along with the 
f date, 


Yernon Sheldon knows me, very well, end either he 


or Lee will assure you of the sincerity of the research being 
conducted, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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A CENTURY OF PROGRESS 
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See Souveniy Booklet for further détails. 


LO HAN TEMPLE — STREETS OF 


4 


4 


An imperial cloisonne altar set of the ¢ 


POST CAR 


cal 
' 





Ss 
ord a4 
S| og Biba 
$3 2 6 
e «& 
AD) & 3 
= i oe 
= * 
O P rj he 
2 Ps) 5 9] 
2 ena 
3 # 8 
oO 
ro) s Wa s 
= $ ont pd 
iS) pre 9 m= 
U 
Lie] 
Q 
”n 





‘Dear Mr. Newman: 
f f “ 2 
-Your letter received te-day. Odd, 


RP. O» Boxiol3 
U.S, Fractional Currency % Geld, Silver & Copper Coins 


Anfornation on the Brasher token, 


August 30, 1959. 


just when I an trying te uncover 


The conversation between tir, Green 
Mancel Rey, Morris Thacker and 
myself was on a Sunday, notsSac. 
P,S, was across the isle, pretend~ 
ing to leek at itaas ee table, 
but in ty opinion, set with an 
aar open to our conversation. 


Si ir RS" 












Chicags 90, Illinoi 





FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 5, 1969 


Mr, James L. Doak 
h720 N. Racine Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 6060 


Dear Mr. Doak: 


Thank you for your card of August 30, 1969 
with respect to the Brasher Doubloon matter. It 
was very interesting that you were trying to un- 
cover information on the subject, just as I an, 


If you would like to write up the matter 
concerning it, we will be delighted to furnish 
you with such detail on the subject as we have in 
our files or working with you in any other way 
to bring the matter out in the open. 


We look forward to hearing from you further 
as you indicated you could give a more complete 
report in the next two weeks. 


Do. you have a telephone number so that I 
might be in a position to call you up and talk 
to you about it? 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


2 : 
} 5 > /~ , ‘ 
4 we Coe ™ ¢ nome 
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wad 


os 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 5, 1969 


Mr. James L. Doak 
h720 WN. Recine Avenue 
Chicago, Tllinois 606),0 


Dear Mr. Doak: 


Thank you for your card of August 30, 1969 
with respect to the Brasher -Doubloon matter, It 
was very interesting that vou were trying te un- 
cover information on the subject, just as I an, 


If you would like to write up the matter 
concerning it, we will be delighted to furnish 
you with such detail on the subject as we have in 
our files or working with you in eny other way 
to bring the matter out in the open. 





We look forward to hearing from you further 
as you indicated you could give a more complete 
report in the next two weeks, 


Dobyou have a telephone number so that TI 
might be in ‘a position te call you up end talk 
te you about it? 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
“3 EDUCATION SOCIETY | 
EPN/atb. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 5, 1970 


MEMORANDUM 


Today Emery May Norweb told me, over the telephone, 
that about three years ago John Ford had offered her 
for sale the group of 1880 bars which were subsequently 
auctioned at Glendenning's in the winter of 1969. She 
told me she had warned Spink not to put them in that 
auction. She also told me that Spink had a reserve on 
the items and that this was the wrong thing to do. She 
expressed her opinion that there was going to be a lot 
of trouble over these bars as the situation had gone 
much too far. 


I asked her if she had given her Brasher Doubloon 
to ANS and she confirmed that. 


I told her that I had heard from Margo Russell 
that the same coin was in the DuPont collection. She 
told me DuPont never showed his coin to anyone or furn- 
ished pictures and that she had been offered the same 
coin which DuPont bought. She said it was not a New 
York Brasher but an EB counterstamp on some Spanish coin. 


She said there was a group of four gold pieces 
offered to her but that none of them had the oval EB 
counterstamp with a period between the letters. She 
told me there were several EB counterstamps which had 
nothing to do with Ephraim Brasher. I told her I would 
advise Margo Russell that Margo's information was 
probably not accurate. 


a ae f 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EE A RAI cr a 


EPN/atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 12, 1970 


Mr. Willis H. du Pont 
Post Office Box 3h7 
Coconut Grove Station 
Miami, Florida 33133 


Dear Mr. du Pont: 


With respect to your Brasher Doubloon, you 
will recall our request for a photograph well over 
a year age. In your kind letter of November 7, 1968 
you indicated that you would be most pleased to 
comply and I am enclosing a eopy of that letter. 


The American Numismatic Society was fortunate 
to obtain a Brasher Doubloon as a gift from Mrs. 
Henry Norweb, of Cleveland, Ohio, ard when I 
examined the coin, in New fork last week, it occurred 
to me that I should follow up with respect to a 
picture of yours. 


I will appreciate your cooperation, very much, 
_ and continue to hope that you will recover the 
balance of your Lovely collection. 


Gordially yours, 
BRIG P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
BDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/atb 


be 
Hrs Henry Norweb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 12, 1970 





Mrs. Henry Norweb 
9511 Lake Shore Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dear Emery Mays 


On checking my correspondence with Mr. du Pont, 
I find that I ought to write him again and have done 
SO. Copies are enclosed. 


This will give you address detail in the 
event you find an opportunity to make a personal 
contact. 


It was a pleasure to see you and General Lee, 
in New York, as always, and I hope you have a very 
pleasant holiday in Florida. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








Willis He du Pont 
ei fice ie S47 
Coaay Gpove O ilion 
Miami, Horida 33133 


February 25, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
pb. LOULS, Missourd: 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I have just returned to my desk and 
I have your letter of January 12, 1970, at hand. 


You will recall that I wrote to you on 
November 7, 1968, regarding the fact that my 
Brasher Doubloon was in official custody. The 
Situation has not changed and since the case is 
on an appeal I will not be able to obtain 
possession of same until all appeals have been 
exhausted. Therefore, at some future date, i 
Shall be pleased to comply with your request 
but I am unable to do so at this time. 


Very truly yours, 
Ly 
Ge P bol AP 


Willis H. du Pont 
WHduP:nlj 


: March 3, 1970 


Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 


Thought you would be 


interested in the enclosed. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 





SUPERIOR STAMP AND COIN CO., INC. 
517 W. 7th STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90014 
(213) 627-2621 


fx | 
SOLD Eric P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
TO 6450 CEcIL AVE, 
ST, Louis, M©® 
hg = 


OUR ORDER NO. YOUR ORDER NO, SALESMAN 


mvorce NO 8065 


INVOICE 
DATE 


3-11-71 


SHIPPED 
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“| SHIPPED VIA rae tae 
~~ QUANTITY | ee 0s op a a een = rr a aaa e 
LOT #1024 ESTIMATED VALUE,..... $600, 00 


FOR INSPECTION PURPOSES.. 


AFTER YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS LOT. 





-. TO BE RETURNED TO US WITHIN 24 HOUR 





PRINTED BY GRAYARC Go., INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y, 11282 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 23, 1973 


Mr. Harry X Boosel 
P, 0, Box 45132 - Northwown Station 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 


Dear Harry: 


The Half Doubloon story is so interesting that I sincerely believe 
you should talk it over with Jim Doak and write it up for him and let 
him sign it. Naturally, if he could write it out himself that would 
be better but in view of his age and physical condition he might welcome 
your help. 


It seems to me, as to the fellow who did the gold repairing for 
Smith, anything you find out there would be somewhat helpful but that 
is not as important as what Jim Doak actually remembers. 


I look forward to hearing from you and I will give you any help 
necessary. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


ON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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3917 Euclid Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 75205 
May 25, 197) 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Educational Fdn. 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Upon the recommendation of Mr. Kenneth Bressett, I am writing 
you concerning an inquiry that I made of him recently question- 
ing his omission of the "So-called Brasher Half Doubloon" from 
the 1973 and later issues of Whitman's GUIDEBOOK OF UNITED 
STATES COINS due to the controversial nature of this coin. The 
Half Doubloon was listed every year from 19:7 to 1972 (with a 
$6500 valuation from 1919 to 1954; and as Unique from 1955-56 & 
from 1958 to 1972). Mr. Bressett confirmed that many of the 
questions that I had concerning the origin, etc. of this piece 
were shared by other researchers such as yourself. His letter 
to me reflected the following thoughts on the subject: 


The first reported "Half Doubloon" has long been 
held to be a piece that was cut down from a full 
Doubloon that had been pierced. 


I have recently learned, however, that there is a 
specimen of the so-called Half Doubloon in the 

‘ Smithsonian Institution which is reported to be 
thinner than a normal doubloon and of approximately 
half the weight. 


Mr. Bressett suggested that I might contact V. Clain- 
Stefanelli (who was a proponent of the coins genuineness) and 
yourself (a disbeliever) in order to get both sides of the 
genuineness argument. I wrote Clain-Stefanelli before I 
corresponded with Bressett(although I have yet to have an 
answer), asking , in effect, for a defense of his piece (the 
Lilly coin). 


I would assume that your objection to the Half Doubloon would 
center on its prior representation as a completely original 
variety of Brasher Doubloon rather. than its proper description 
as an altered version (via cutting down) of this coin. Am I 
correct? I am of the opinion that the coin was cut down after 
rather than before the impression was struck into the planchet. 


Ihave the following questions that might eventually enable me 
to prove my contention. Any comments concerning facts, opinions, 
speculations, or possible other sources of information that 

you might have or be familiar with on the following would be 


greatly appreciated: 


1) How many Brasher Half Doubloons exist in your opinion? 
Bressett (in the part of his letter that I quoted) 
indicated that he knows of two: a) "discovery" coin that 
was pierced & cut down; and b) Lilly coin in Smithsonian. 
If you agree that these two exist, do you know the current 
location of the first piece and its previous ownership? 
Can you tell me the word-of-mouth trade story concerning 
the origin of this first piece: including why the coin 
was cut down, who ordered the cutting down (name of dealer, 
collector), and approximately what year was the cutting 
accomplished (I would like to know your opinion even if 
it is sheer speculation). 


2) There is obviously a word-of-mouth mythology that has 
built up around this piece due to a certain amount of 
unorganized knowledge and a certain amount of dignity by 
time passage. In an effort to piece together how this 
myth was formed, I am trying to get some consensus of 
opinion of the following: Approximately what year did 
you first hear of the existence of any Brasher Half 
Doubloon? Was the "discovery coin" published? Was the 
first time you heard of the piece via an advertisement 
for sale of same (giving rise to $6500 valuation in Red 
Book for 19).9-5.)? Was the coin pictured in the ad? 
When did you first hear the term "Brasher Half Doubloon" 
and who may have coined or popularized it and in which 
era? I am only intersted in what you can recall from 
memory. 


3) Is there any technical or physical way of proving whether 
a given cut down Brasher Doubloon was cut down before 
or after striking? If so, would this not tend to settle 
the controversy over whether a given specimen is a 
variety or an alteration? It seems to me that if no 
physical proof can be found, then one could only prove 
or disprove the myth or story about a given piece in 
order to settle the question of its origin. 


I realize that I have asked many too many questions of a person 

as busy as I am sure you are, but I have a feeling that you 

have pieces of information on this subject that would be available 
absolutely no other place. The Half Doubloon story totally 
fascinates me, and I will appreciate as much or as little 
information as your busy days allow you to relate in reply. 

Any leads for further research would also be appreciated. 


I simply could not close a letter to you without saying how 
much I have enjoyed every published piece of yours that I have 
read (especially the 180 Dollar and the Good Samaritan Shilling 
analyses), and I look forward to the appearance of more such 
exceptional pieces from your pen in the future. 


I have enclosed a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your 
reply which I will look forward to receiving with much anticipation. 


Sincerely yours, Surg 40. looh 


George W. Cook 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
June 6, 1974 


Mr. George W. Cook 
3917 Euclid Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75205 


Dear Mr. Cook: 
Thank you for your kind comments about my writing. 


I have done considerable work on certain phases of the Brasher 
gold coinage, but have not written it up. Your inquiry leads me to 
encourage you to work on the half doubloon matter as the little informa- 
tion is mostly misinformation. 


The normal Brasher doubloons, in my opinion, never circulated 
and never were intended to circulate. They were gold patterns for copper 
coinage, as I view it. They have no denomination or weight indication and 
were put out the year New York copper coinage franchises were under con- 
sideration and were probably given to legislators or the like. This makes 
a so called half doubloon slightly fatherless. There is no reason to 
challenge the genuineness of the half doubloon as a Brasher striking because 
of its size. The denomination is all there is to challenge. It may have 
been a striking over a regular 4 escudo. I have copies of the correspon- 
dence relating to the 1925 discovery of the half doubloon. I have some 
strange correspondence relating to the cutting down of the doubloon and 
enclose an article about it. You probably have Breen's 1958 comments and 
Taxay's comments. 


I do not know of two specimens of a half doubloon. 

The Brasher Spanish Doubloon is, in my opinion, a forgery. 

Why don't you let me know if you have any information or is all 
of your data hearsay or thinking up to the present? Not getting an answer 
from Stefanelli is frustrating, but that has often happened to others. I 
will gladly help further if you are researching the matter. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN: jah 


Encl. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


3917 Euclid Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 75205 
July 10, 197) 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you so much for your prompt and very helpful letter in 
answer to my inquiries about the so-called "Brasher Half Doubloon." 


My interest in the history of the coin was sparked some time ago 
by the very Hewitt article that you sent me. It is true that 

all I know on this coin is what I have read from Breen, Hewitt, 
and several minor sources - so far. But I am still digging on 
the ‘subject through personal inquiries such as that I made of 
you. 


All of my research so far on this coin centers around the follow- 
ing question: Can it be conclusively proved and documented that 
the coin Breen calls the "half doubloon" was its present small 
size (as it resides in the Smithsonian via Josiah Lilly) prior 

to its ownership by Major Ball in the 1940's? I want to prove or 
disprove Hewitt's story once and for all. 


I would certainly appreciate your help in the following ways: 


1) Will you please tell me if you have specific and document- 
ed reasons to doubt Hewitt's "cutting down" story? 


2) Would you please send me copies of your correspondence 
dealing with the 1925 half doubloon discovery and the 
other "strange" correspondence you mentioned concerning 
the doubloon cutting down - I think these would be very 
helpful to me and I would gladly reimburse you for the 
Xerox cost. Confidential nature of such will be strictly kept. 


3) Do you have any idea as to what sources Breen may have 
used to establish his 1958 article pedigree on the Half 
Doubloon? 


l.) The Smithsonian coin may be the same coin that went from 
Proskey in 1928 to Boyd to Green to Smith to Bell to Lilly -- 
BUT was it the same size during its entire sojourn (and 
did even Breen document this)? 


5) I am not aware of Taxay's comments on the doubloon 
subject - please refer me to publication and date. 


6) I would like to trace the half doubloon on the Boyd 
inventory and appraisal of Col. Green's numismatic 
collection = the 1936 inventory made at Round Hills 
after the Col.'s death. I would assume that a 
description of thepiece would comment on the size if 
unusual. There were so many "Domicile" hearings on that 
estate that I feel that a public copy of this may 
reside somewhere. Can you shed any light on where I 
might encounter a public or private copy of that list? 


I am rather stubborn as you might have guessed and, given so 
many past manipulations of little-known numismatic information 
for the sole financial benefit of the dealers involved and 
others, I am disinclined to easily dismiss Hewitt's story 
unless there is definite proof to the contrary. 


I feel very privileged that someone of your knowledge and 
prominence would take the trouble to offer your help in my 
extremely humble research; and I would appreciate your help 
concerning especially the subjects that I outlined above. A 
stamped, self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your reply. 


Sincerely yours, 


George W. Cook 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 23, 1974 


Mr. George W. Cook 
3917 Euclid Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75205 


Re: Brasher Half Doubloon 
Dear Mr. Cook: 


When I was at the A. N. A. Convention I had a talk with Ken Bressett 
about your inquiry. We both concluded that it is essential to find out 
whether there could possibly be two pieces rather than one. He indicated to 
me that the two piece possibility came from Stefanelli. 


I have the Lilly Estate appraisal and description and it is of no 
help. You will get nothing from the Col. Green inventory and from the 
experience I had in acquiring pieces from that estate I have reason to 
believe there was no detail. 


As soon as you learn from Stefanelli whether he feels there are two 
pieces and what information he has as to the matter, I will be glad to 
cooperate with respect to the rest of the information I have. 

As the matter stands now, there is only one piece and all of the 
effort I made to check up on the Newitt story resulted in a lack of con- 
firmation. 

What have you learned in the meanwhile? 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 


OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS : _ 





3917 Euclid Ave. 
Dallas, Texas 75205 
September 17, 197 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Il recently received my much-awaited reply from Dr. Stefanelli 
concerning his knowledge of the existence of more than one 
Brasher Half Doubloon; and the tone of his letter indicated 
that the possible history of this coin is a rather touchy 
subject. Stefanelli stated that he did not know of a second 
piece of this smaller type. He has not researched Lilly's 
specimen and indicates that he fully accepts any and all of 
Breen's conclusions as per the 1958 article (of course, Breen 
does state that this coin was "probably cut down from regular 
doubloon planchet" - he just fails to conclude if this was 
done before or after striking!). 


I still have other feelers out and more varied opinions may 
yet come in. In the meantime, will you now please give me any 
other information you have concerning this coin - including 
any of the following areas: . 


4) Will you please tell me what specific and documented 
reasons you may have to doubt Hewitt's story? 


2) Would you please send me copies of your correspondence 
dealing with the 1925 half doubloon discovery and the 
other "strange" correspondence you mentioned concern- 
ing the doubloon cutting-down - I still think these 
items would be helpful to me. I would gladly reimburse 
you for the Xerox cost. 


3) Do you have any idea as to what sources Breen may have 
used to establish his 1958 article pedigree on the 
Half Doubloon. 


lh) Was even Breen able to document that the Lilly coin was 
its present size during its entire sojourn from Proskey 
to Lilly? 


5) What leads you to suspect that the coin wes struck over 
a lh escudo? 


6) Please refer me to date and publication of Taxay's 
comments on this coin. 


7) Even though it may be of no use what-so-ever, do you 
know of a source fro the Col. Green inventory? Also, 
are you familiar with Willard Snyder's "study" of the 
Colonel's coins and stamps as mentioned by Arthur Lewis 
on page 192 of his The Day They Shook The Plum Tree ? 
I would like to see a copy of this "study" if such exists - 
Snyder was one of the stamp appraisers. ANA Library was 
unfamiliar with any such "study." 


I have now asked you for everything except the kitchen sink, 

but sometimes even the smallest lead might help uncover an 

important answer I suppose. Any further suggestions as to potential 
sources would be greatly appreciated at this point. 


It now seems more and more inescapable that Hewitt's story - 

which I had originally set out to prove or disprove ~ may be 
forever impossible to document as true or untrue since no 
literature seems to exist on the history of the coin's physical 
condition, and the present condition of the Half Doubloon planchet 
may not reveal whether the cutting-down occured before or 

after striking. 


In any case, I have not yet given up the search and would very 
much like the opportunity to examine what you have promised to 
tell me of the fruits of your research thus far - including 

the contents of your various inquiries - asoutlined previously. 


Your encouragement in this matter has helpedimmensely so far, 

and I will be happy to share things that I may discover 

along this line in the future. A stamped, self-addressed envelope 
is enclosed for your reply. 


Sincerely yours, 


fueyg lo. Coob 


George W. Cook 
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WILLIAM M. POINDEXTER 
ALFRED 8. DOUTRE 
EVAN G. WILLIAMS 
BRUCE S. ROSS 

JAMES P. DRUMMY 
NANCY M. REBELLO 


erase 


LAW OFFICES OF 3 
POINDEXTER & DOUTRE 
INCORPORATED 
ONE WILSHIRE BUILDING - SUITE 2920 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90017 


(213) 628-8297 


gune 15, 1976 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Post Office Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Re: duPont/Gold Coin 
Dear Mrs; Russell: 


This office represents Mr. Willis duPont 
in a suit against United States of America, et al., 
for return of an 1855 Kellogg and Company $50 gold 
piece, As you are aware, this and other coins were 
stolen from Mr. duPont some years ago, and this 
one was recovered by the F.B.I. 


Apparently, other persons have made 
Glaims £O Owiership of this coin... It °is my..under~ 
standing that the basis for their claims is the 
innocent purchase of the coin subsequent to the 
robbery. 


Tn anticipation of such claims being pur- 
sued, I have discussed with Mr. Abraham Kosoff the 
subject of the publicity which surrounded the robbery 
and which has been given to the coin since that time. 
It would seem that numismatists and coin collectors of 
sufficient experience and means to be interested in 
this coin would be aware of its theft. 


Mr. Kosoff indicates that you may have a 
file on chis matter showing the publicity which sur- 
rounded the coin's disappearance and news articles 
concexning the matter which have appeared subsequently. 
This material would tend to show that persons acquir- 
ing the coin since it was taken from the possession of 
Mr. duPont should have knowledge of the robbery. 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Jume “15,7 2976 


Page Two 


I wonder if you could give us any help 
in this matter... In any event, I would appreciate 
hearing any ideas you may have on the subject. 


Yours veryetruly, 


\ = 
Alfre \B. Doutre' 
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NANCY M. REBELLO 


mane. 25. LOG 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Post Office Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Re: duPont/Gold Coin 
Dear Mrs. Russell: 


Thank you very much for ae irene 
clippings and documents concerning the duPont 
robbery. I am going through them now, and 
feel that they could be a definite aid 2 11s 
in recovering the coin. 


We really appreciate your courtesy 
and willingness to help. 


very re 
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P.O. BOX 150 
SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 






Dear Eric: 


This is like trying to tell which twin has the Toni. The 
key to the Brasher apparently rests with Du Pont. As you see, the 
Du Pont Brasher was recovered in 1968, but to my knowledge has not 
seen the light. of day Since. I threw in the Doutre correspondence 
because I thought you'd find it interesting. 


I realized identical pedigrees were claimed for the piece 
now owned by ANS and Du Pont is specimen. So I was extra-careful to 
have the Du Pont attorney confirm the pedigree. 


Sincerely, 
= 
Margo fH Sei editor 


COIN WORLD 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 13, 1976 


Mrs. Margot Russell 
Py: Bo Boe d5G 


Sidney, Ohio 45365 
Dear Margo: 


I am delightfully pleased, but not surprised with the Brasher 
doubloon matters you sent, 


I can only reinforce your thinking with an excerpt from Mehl's 
inventory and appraisement of the Waldo Newcomer collection. A few pieces 
from this collection (including the Brasher) were sold to John Garrett 
and perhaps someone else, but the great bulk was sold to Col. E. H. R. 
Green, Wayte Raymond participated in the transaction, 


Two coins cannot have the same pedigree as you herald loud and 
clear. I have never understood the reluctance of the DuPonts to show 
anyone even a picture of their piece, much less the coin itself if it 
exists. Thus, the burden is on them to show what they might have, if 
anything. Ask them for a picture. 

I wish I could be of further help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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May 18, 1979 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louts, MO’ 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope this letter finds all well with you and Evelyn. Thanks again for 
your great help with my "Adventures With Rare Coins" book. 


As you may have heard, our firm will be auctioning the Garrett Collection 
for Johns Hopkins University. The unrestricted auction sale will take 
place over the next several years and will be in several different sections. 
Inasmuch as the colonial, territorial, and certain other sections of the 
catalog are quite extensive and valuable, it is our plan that each sale 
catalog contain selections from each major area. In other words, rather 
than having one immense offering of colonials - with obvious repercussions 
to the budget of colonial collectors - it is our plan to have each sale 
have a selection of colonials within it. 


Our plan is to produce a reference book describing the collection and its 
contents. This book, which will be several hundred pages in length, will 
give a general history of United States coinage and will be illustrated 
with specimens from the Garrett holdings. Once this is done then the indi- 
vidual auction catalogs will be prepared. 


In the collection there are many interesting pieces, many of which are probably 
familiar to you. If not, I would be happy to send you a list of any areas 
which might be interesting. As I would like the reference book and auction 
catalogs to be as complete and as accurate as possible, I would be very appre- 
ciative for any opinions you might care to give concerning the provenance or 
status of any items. In particular, I am quite interested in the Spanish 
style Brasher doubloon. I have read what Breen said about it in the 1958 
American Numismatic Society publication, what Adams said about it in "The 
Numismatist" and also the notes he left at the American Numismatic Society 

on the subject, and a few other locations. The "Colonial Newsletter," issue 
of March-June 1966, page 28, notes: 


"There is no doubt that in 1787 Brasher went off on his own and made his 
gold doubloon and LIMA-style doubloons (one very competent expert doubts if 


the LIMA-style are bona fide). 


In talking with Ken Bressett, he said that you had some thoughts concerning 
the LIMA-style piece. I have not been able to find anyone else who is par- 
ticularly against the piece, but this may or may not be significant - for 
your opinion, backed with reasonable evidence, may be worth more than the 
casual opinions of others. In any event, Eric, your thoughts on this would 
be very much appreciated. 


After you have had a chance to think about this why not give me a call at 
your convenience? Our toll free number is 800-421-4224. 


Best pues regards, 





Q. David Bowers 


QDB: jh 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


It was a pleasure to talk with you on Thursday. Over the next few weeks I 
will be sending you information as per our discussion. 


I will send you under separate cover this week the following three coins for 
your commentary: 


1. The Higley threepence, our inventory no. 93, with legend THE WHEELE GOES 
ROUND. When returning this please register it at a value of $30,000.% 


2. 1787? Brasher "Lima" doubloon, our inventory no. 196. Please registerthis 
for $10,000. 


3. 1852/1 $20, Augustus Humbert, our inventory no. 1769. Please register this 
for $20,000. 


On further thought, I will enclose a few other items which we did not mention: 
these will be our inventory nos. 197 through 202 inclusive and consists of six 
pieces which bear "E B" counterstamps, some of which may pertain to Brasher. 
This entire group can be registered for $5,000 when returning it. 


Can you acknowledge receipt of these when you get them? 


While knowledge of our having acquired for auction the Garrett Collection is 
fairly common throughout the coin field, no official announcement has been made. 
We are awaitirm the timing suggested by the University trustees in this regard. 
So, I ask you to keep in confidence for the moment the fact you have these pieces = 
if you do discuss them, please be judicious. 

Concerning your thoughts about the Lima piece the truth is what counts - not how 
the public will feel about it. If you feel that the piece is not authentic then 
by all means say so. On the other hand, if the coin does have a clean bill of 
health then it would be wise to state this as well. It would seem to me that the 
signature on the piece would be very helpful in this regard. If the punches con- 
form precisely to the signature on the regular 1787 Brasher doubloons, then this 


Established 1953 


a + ‘ 
+L Ord 
Your Friends in the Rare Coin Basiness on yp f rath 
/ 


r. Eric P. Newman 


Page 2 


would be a point in the Lima piece's favor. 


It would seem to me also that if non-destructive testing of metal content could 

be accomplished, it could be determined what alloys and trace elements in addi- 
tion to gold would be present in the coin. I imagine that in 1787 the alloy would 
not be precise. If such a test showed that the piece had an alloy that conformed 
to the later United States Mint standard for gold coins, this would indicate to 
me that coin gold was used, possibly from a melted-down United States issue, and 
the piece would be suspicious. Perhaps you could think of other tests. 


Any information that you furnish to me, Eric, will be given appropriate credit 
in the manner that you wish. 


I am sending along with this letter copies of the Guttag presentation of the 
1783 "bit". When John Work Garrett acquired the Colonel John W. Ellsworth 
Collection in March 1923 he acquired a duplicate of this piece. As he needed 
only one, the other was sold throught Wayte Raymond, who handled many of his 
duplicates, to Julius Guttag, who offered it for sale. 


Keep in touch and let me know what you come up with. I very, very much appre- 
ciate your help and interest! 


Best Sy 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/eg 





‘ ea 
| oS 
' “as 8 | +98 eee 

: b [7 07 Gis 

, a 

St 4 ie sip WN ¢ IL S aAL , 
rer der 9 eyfits ove NY cal 


a 









re VY ane £2 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 23, 1979 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
6922 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 


Attention: Mr. Rick Bagg 
Dear Mr. Bagg: 


In accordance with your instructions I am enclosing herewith 
or in supplemental packages the eight pieces from the Hopkins collection 
which I still have on hand, You have already advised me that the ninth 
piece has been returned to you through Richard Picker. 


These pieces consist of the Spanish Brasher Doubloon, six 
Brasher counterstamped coins and Humbert 1852 over 1851 proof. 


The purpose of this return is to enable you to take macro- 
photos of the EB counterstamp on these pieces as well as the two New 
York doubloons which you have on hand. I believe much can be learned 
from a detail comparison of the EB counterstamp on all of the pieces. 
Please send me enlarged prints both of the coins, as well as blow-ups 
of the counterstamps. It is not necessary to send blow-ups of any of 
the counterstamps than the type which appears on the New York doubloons. 
I am looking forward to those pictures very much, along with the return 
of the Spanish doubloon and the counterstamped pieces. Do not return 
the Humbert. 


Your desire to reimburse us for expenses is appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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‘ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 19, 1979 


Mr. Rick Bagg 
F. L. Putnam & Co, 
50 Congress St. 
Boston, MA 02109 
Dear Rick: 
You were great to send me such fine photographic prints 
of the Brasher counterstamps. They will be of great aid in diagnosing 
the Brasher Spanish Doubloon, 

As to the Nova edge prints, I realize how difficult they were 
to photo because of the focus problem. The pictures in the auction catalog 
helped to identify them. . 

Thanks again for your kind cooperation. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newnan 


jah 


Peg ee 
; eo Ps 


eens 





eS by 
roe ee eee 


Q, David Bowers 


Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


March 26, 1981 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


George Fuld telephoned me the other day and said that you did not like the 
description of the 1742-dated Brasher piece. You will specifically recall that 

when I first encountered this piece I asked you for your thoughts concerning it, 

and you demurred and would not give me any information about it at all. So, I feel 
that for you to criticize the piece on the grounds that more information should have 
been given -- especially information which might agree with information which you have 
or with ideas you think -—- is a bit unfair to me. 


If you have additional information which you feel would be useful or interesting, I 
would be pleased to incorporate it in a future edition of the Garrett book. 


Best wishes, 
Oa8 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB : mg 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St.. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 3, 1981 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 


' The success of your sale of the Garrett material is one of 
the major accomplishments in numismatics. You should be very satisfied 
that all of your work and planning produced superlatives in many respects, 
IL congratulate you for it, 


As to your letter of March 26, 1981 about the 1742 Brasher item, 
I would have given you my thoughts concerning it if my thoughts were deci- 
sive one way or another, They were not. What I think we should do is go 
over the material each of us has on the piece and then you could incorpor- 
ate it in any future edition of the Garrett book, 


I hope you and your family enjoy the East coast and I look forward 
to seeing you at the earliest convenient occasion, : 


Cordially yours, 


Eric P, Newnan 
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New York. Brasher Doubloon, 1787 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 5, 1988 


Mr. Kenneth E. Bressett 
American Numismatic Association 
818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Ken: 


You have no doubt had an opportunity to reread carefully the Bowers 
article on the Brasher half doubloon since we talked about it over 
the telephone. You have the responsibility of listing it in the 
Red Book or not and I felt I should give you some comment. It 

is a very difficult problem and we wanted to give you a couple 

of other thoughts: 


1) For a person of Brasher's standing to make a half doubloon 
on purpose with the same dies he was using for a full doubloon 
is destructive of any confidence he intended to develop for 
the public acceptance of the doubloon. This of course assumes 
that the doubloon was intended to be circulated, a matter 
which is also not clear. My point merely is that making 
a half doubloon is not logical, using doubloon dies. To 
add his EB mark by counterstamp adds insult to injury to 
the half doubloon. 


2) Bowers points out that the half doubloon has filing and cutting 
on part of the edge. He indicates that it could have been 
mounted. This is proof that the edge has been tampered with 
in some manner. That is very damaging to his theory. 


3) Polishing and rounding off the edge somewhat instead of filing 
it off and leaving file marks is not difficult. 


4) If the planchet was struck by an extra hard blow it would 
become thinner and would spread wider, increasing the chance 
of border splitting. If the planchet was somewhat thinner 
than the others but weighed the proper amount for a doubloon, 
it would also spread wider, increasing the chance of border 
splitting. If there were border splits, the idea of converting 
the coin into half weight to eliminate the defect would not 
be too difficult to conceive. 


5) The pedigree of the half doubloon does not seem fully correct 
and does not conform to certain information in our file. 
Johnson certainly did not acquire it from the Green Estate 
or I would have not only known about it but would have handled 
the matter as I did all those negotiations for purchase. 


6) It is not appropriate at this time for us to comment on the 
Spanish Brasher Doubloon as only a casual comment is made 
about it in the Bowers article. 


7) We do not plan to bring up the points in this letter with 
Bowers unless he or Smithsonian asks me or unless the matter 
comes up in some way so that it is improper for me not to 
comment. 


8) We have in our file a story written by Hewitt in correspondence 
with the Chicago people about the half doubloon being in 
the Ball Estate and being cut down. I tried very hard to 
get the information in writing from the parties involved 
but did not succeed as they were too old and decrepit. Harry 
Boosel was familiar with this. 


If you think we are obliged to send a copy of this letter to Dave, 
we will certainly consider it, but we do not want arguments nor 
do we want to be critical voluntarily. 


Sincerely, 


Eri . Newman, President 


EPN:bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 27, 1988 


Mr. Kenneth E. Bressett 
P. O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 


Dear Ken: 


I have some further thoughts on an appropriate test of the Brasher 
half doubloon. 


If the coin had been cut down and its edge polished, it would have 
been held in a lathe by soft side pressure and the circumference 
would be very circular from being worked on by turning. If, however, 
it was struck without a collar, the movement of the metal outward, 
would be different in some areas than in others. In other words, 

if the edge were filed off and then polished by a spinning action, 

it would be too circular and thus artificial. In a normal striking 
the diameter and shape of the edge would vary, particularly where 

the intaglio design in the die would be open to the air. 


This supplements my recent letter to you on the subject and I wonder 


what your opinion is of this thought. 


incerely, a 


— 


pee 


Er c P. Newman 
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PREMIER 


COUN CWNOV Ero TEN iso ne) 


15025 Glazier Avenue South, Suite 111 
Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124 


(612) 431-6922 (800) 624-2581 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis Missougwi6s105 
October) 3) E968 


Dear Eric; 


I appreciate your latest letters and all of the effort 
that you have put into analyzing the Brasher so-called 
half doubloon. I have not commented further to Dave Bowers 
about the piece because I have nothing new to add. He 
knows that I believe the piece to be made from a genuine 
coin. I just have no knowledge of when, why or how it came 
to be such an unusual size and weight. 


In consideration of the piece being genuine, controver- 
sial, and.in the National collection, I) think’ thaeite. should 
be recognized in some way in the future editions of the 
Guide Book... I do not! intend to Calt bla halvewaoubloen, 
because that cannot be verified. Existing evidence can be 
interpreted in different ways, and it is inconclusive in 
determining if the planchet was cut down before or after 
striking the piece with doubloon dies. 


Brasher is known to have applied his hallmark to all 
sorts of gold coins without regard to the fact that some 
were worn, clipped or even plugged. It is not impossible 
that he did so on some sort of a light weight planchet just 
to make it usable. 


I feel that the best course of action just now would be 
for me to list the piece as I did once before, calling it a 
so-called half doubloon made from a cut down planchet. Just 
why any of the pieces were made is beyond me. Personally I 
feel that they are nothing more than presentation pieces made 
to get the New York coinage contract. 


Enclosed is a promotional piece that Premier used to 
promote their exhibit in San Francisco. The coin is only on 
loan from Leon Hendrickson. Sorry to see that they spelled 
your name wrong. They did it to me in an ad they are running 
in some of the coin papers. 


Sincerely, 


~ — 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 6, 1988 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
P.00. Box, 60145 
Colorady Springs, CO 80960-0145 


Dear Ken: 


I like your new calling card. I like your new stationery. Thanks 
for the 1804 dollar blurb. 


I don't like what you think you are going to say about the Brasher 
half doubloon. I think it is wrong to list it when a footnote 
would serve. 

You are sticking your neck out by saying it is "made from a cut 
down planchet.'"' In my opinion that is very doubtful. Someone 
could have cut it down later. 


Your statement about Brasher putting his hallmark on all sorts 

of foreign gold coins whether clipped or plugged is true, but he 

cut the holes in and then plugged them up in his testing. He clipped 
off parts of foreign coins to test. No such testing on his own 
doubloon or half doubloon was needed. If all his counterstamp 

means is that the fineness is proper, there is no basis for anyone 
knowing what was proper fineness for his doubloons. 


I agree that the Brasher stuff was probably made to promote the 
obtaining of the coinage contract for N.Y. coffers. 


Sincerely,) 


EPN: bv 
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PREMIER 


COIN EN YOR Sei MCE NT Sen 


15025 Glazier Avenue South, Suite 111 
Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124 


(612) 431-6922 (800) 624-2581 October 31, 1988 


Kenneth Bressett 
Colorado Springs 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louve, MOmeci05 


Dear Eric, 


Your letters, notes and calls are always very much 
appreciated. I apologize for not getting back to you on 
matters concerning the Brasher doubloon as expressed in 
your last letter. I have been traveling quite a bit, and 
keeping very much involved in work for Premier, to the 
exclusion of just about everything else this month. 


After rethinking the Brasher’ situation, and varrous 
ways of handling some mention of it in the Guide Book, I 
have now worked out a statement that could be used as a 
footnote. It seems to me that this latest attempt to at 
least acknowledge the piece is factual, and may Satisfy 
those who believe in the piece, aS well as those who are 
stiligjish doubtuas ‘teas Originland ‘purpose. 


Please read and consider the footnote Carefully. IVam 
Stil) wid ing<te-al ber wt sin any way that will be’ better 
understood by the book's users, or more accurate if that 
is necessary. I do feel that something must be said about 
the coin because of Bowers' convincing article, and the 
national attention that the coin has received recently. 


Your suggestion to change the 1787 Immunis Columbia to 
a Federal pattern submitted by Ogden, is a good one. That 
should be an easy addition to the text, and I will see to 
having it inserted for the next edition. 


I $tillide net knowvis 4 (wees be attending the Silver 
Dollar’ coin show: in St. (Lourss EE te possible that I will 
be there for a. day .or .s6." hh witterer you know as soon as 


I make plans, and perhaps we can get together for lunch or 
a Valse 


Sincerely, 


“I¢-— 


The unique piece known as a "half doubloon" 
is undersized, but made from the normal dies. 
Its origin and intent are undetermined. A 
Similar mystery surrounds the 1742 "Lima 
Style Doubloon" that incorporates the name 
Brasher and his counterstamp. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 7, 1988 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
P. O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960-0145 


Dear Ken: 


Thank you for your letter of October 31, 1988. With respect to 
the footnote you plan to use in the Brasher matter, I naturally 
have a comment. I would for clarity insert after the word normal 
the word doubloon. In the third sentence I would strike the word 
similar because the Lima Doubloon is probably a forgery, which 
distinguishes it from the half doubloon, which originally was not 
so blighted. I would change the word incorporates to includes 
and would eliminate the word his and substitute the words an E.B. 
so as not to infer that Brasher's counterstamp is legitimate on 
that piece. 


Excuse my flyspecking but you know I am a "Time Flies" addict. 


I hope you come to St. Louis for the show. 


es 


Sincerely, 





EPN:bv 


At the bottom of page 40, replace the present footnote 
with the following: 


The unique piece known as a "half Doubloon", is 
undersized, but made from the normal doubloon 
dies. Its source is undetermined. A mystery 
also surrounds the origin and intent of the 1742 
"Lima Style Doubloon", which includes an E.B. 
counterstamp and the name Brasher. 


PREMIER Pog 


CO UN CRINGE VE Si MOEN aes Colorado Springs 


15025 Glazier Avenue South, Suite 111 
Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124 


(612) 431-6922  (8OO) 624-2581 November 9, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis; Missouri 63165 


Dear Eric, 


I really appreciate your efforts to help me conetruct 
an appropriate footnote for the troublesome "half doubloon". 


Enclosed is yet another attempt to cover the situation 
in a way that still leaves it hanging as an unsolved bit 
of numismatic intrigue. Perhaps we will never know the true 
story of where this piece originated, or how it) got’ to: be 
so small. 


You know by now that Ij) was not abie) tovgee Lo the Se 
Louis Silver Dollar Show. Perhaps next year I will be able 
to make it if the coin market) is av little: better. 


I just got the sad news this morning that my dear friend 
Dick Yeoman died last night. I understand that it was a 
stroke while he was driving, and he hit a pote. He was) 84. 
Dick was one of the kindest and most entertaining people 
that I have ever known. I will miss him. 


Sincerely, 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


hen great collections are sold, S8owears and CMarena sells them. 
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December 18, 1990 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louts,. Missouri * 63105 


Deaw ea ELece 


I was happy to hear of your interest in the topic I had chosen for next years COAC 
on pre-federal coinage: The Brasher Lima style doubloon. I am particularly happy 
to hear that you are willing to share the fruits of your long years of research 
into this enigmatic and somewhat obscure coin. This will, I am sure, make my job 
of analyzing the coin that much easier, as well as more authoritative. I shall be 
happy to credit you with any information that I may use, that you have supplied. 


As I told you, never having seen a specimen of the issue as yet, I have no opinion 
one way or another as to its authenticity. It is, indeed, a remarkable and 
interesting piece, one that will repay further study, I am sure. 


The "tack" I think I shall take in the study will resemble that you may find in my 
discussion of the Roper Birch cent, in the most recent issue of Penny Wise: A 
simple recitation of the known facts and scientific evidence adduced pro and con 
about the coin. Should I discover any information, or benefit from any of your 
findings, that proves that the piece is correct or not, then I should be able to 
offer an opinion, myself. If not, then I shall simply have to leave such 
decisions up to the individual readers of the article. 


Here is wishing you and your family a happy holiday and a safe, peaceful, and 
healthy New Year. 


Yours truly, 


fl 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 
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AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





December 26, 1990 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


; Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
SE> iLouisy, Missouri , (63105 


Dear brie: 


Thank you for your letter of December 19. I am pleased to hear that you are 
satisfied with the appearance of your article, and that we may position the 
illustrations as we see fit. We are all looking forward to the publication of the 
ANA Anthology, which should be, God willing, sometime in early March of next year. 
The volume will run to nearly 400 pages, and should have some interesting reading 
invit. 


Regarding the Brasher Lima doubloon, thank you very much for the notes and 
comments that you sent me, which I found on my desk this morning. As I told you 
in our last telephone conversation, I have not yet had a chance really to study 
the coin, so I do not have any opinion at this point as to its authenticity or 
lack thereof. I will, when I come to study it, take into account all of your 
comments and criticisms about it, and will let you know what I think when I have 
formed a conclusion, if one can be reached. 


Best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year. 
Yours truly, 

Michael J. Hodder 

Director of Research 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


hen great collections are sold, S8o0wers and CMerna sells them. 





December 28, 1990 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sine PLOML Sy MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Thank you for your note of November 19, which arrived this morning. After 
having gone through the list of references in this note, I find that I 


have all of the ones listed. 


Yours truly, 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 


Research Department 


MJH/mkv 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Richard Doty January 20, 1992 
National Numismatic Collections 

National Museum of American History 

Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Dick: 


"his is just a reminder that you said you located a 1742 8 
escudos of Peru and would send me a picture of it. I am looking 
forward to receiving it. 


With thanks in advance. 


Sincerely, 


a 
(Cg 


Eric P. Newman 





Peer toNAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY 





SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND CULTURE 


February 3, 1992 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 
63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Please find enclosed two slides of the Peruvian 1742 eight escudo piece 
which you requested in your letter of 1/20/92 to Dr. Doty. I hope they will 
prove to be satisfactory. 


The Smithsonian Institution retains all reproduction rights; these 
prints may be used on a one time basis. The credit line should read as 
follows; The Smithsonian Institution, National Numismatic Collection. As 
part of this permission it is requested that a copy of any publication be 
sent to the Smithsonian for inclusion in the library. 


Thank you for your interest in the National Numismatic Collection. 


Sincerely, 
Nooo J V hn, Ue 
af He 


Douglas A. Mudd 
Collection Manager 


Enclosure 


Ey ————————————————————————————————— aan Teen 


Smithsonian Institution - Washington, D.C. 20560 





@ THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER OF THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD @ 


P.O. BOX 150 (513) 498-0800 SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 


February 5, 1992 

FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Enclosed is the manuscript which we discussed by phone 
today. I appreciate your taking the time to review 
this and am most interested in your observations. Once 
you have had an opportunity to read the manuscript, you 
may call me on our toll-free number, (800) 327-1259, to 
give me your opinions. 

Thank you once again. 


Sincerely, 


COL (ORLD 


Beth Deisher, Editor 


js 
Enclosure 
ps: Since this is a photocopy, there is no need to 


return the manuscript. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Douglas A. Mudd February 10, 1992 
National Museum of American History 

Smithsonian Institution 

Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Mr. Mudd: 


The slides of the 1742 Peruvian 8 escudo arrived and I am 


grateful to you. Please thank DIck valso. 
Would it be possible to send me the weight of the coin ? That 


would be of help. 
I will be guided by your instructions as to use and will 
reciprocate any time you request a 


Cordially yours, 


Eric P. Newman 





Coin€? World 


@ THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER OF THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD @ 





P.O. BOX 150 (513) 498-0800 SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 


February li, i992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louisa, MO. 63705 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In follow up to our recent phone conversation, I am 
enclosing biographical information which William Swoger 
provided. Also enclosed is a copy of an article 
published in the June 1991 TAMS JOURNAL. I am 
continuing to do research on Mr. Swoger and his sources 
for information in the manuscript. If you turn up any 
relevant information, I would be most interested in 
hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


COIN RLD 





Beth Deisher, Edj 
js 


Enclosures 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN: His 1G 





SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND CULTURE 
February 18, 1992 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

Sts Louis. Bo 

63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


The weight of the 1742 Peruvian 8 escudo is 26.793 grams. I am pleased that 
the slides have proven to be of use to you. 


Thank you again for your interest in the National Numismatic Collection. 


Sincerely, 


Douglas A Mudd 
Collections Manager 


Smithsonian Institution - Washington, D.C. 20560 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Beth Deisher March 9, 1992 
Coin World 

P.O. Box 150 

Sidney, OH 45367 


Dear Beth: 


As I promised I am enclosing for your possible use in the 
Swoger article on Brasher the slide which I obtained from the 
National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution, 
covering the 1742 Peruvian doubloon in its collection. They advise 
me that it weighs 26.73 grams. 

If you use it you must give proper credit to them. Please 
return the slide to me. 

I am glad to help in any way I can on the Swoger matter and 
look forward to the references, footnotes, etc. 


Sincerely, 





Margo Russell 


March 11, 1992 
Dear Eric: 

Always I think of you when it comes to ways of information 
preservation. You will see from the story on the Library of Congress’ new 
laboratory, optical storage systems may be forever. (Atomic blasts?) 

Also, you will see LC uses a “Peoplevision" mannequin a la Wewman! 

As you know, I never make plans in my head and my heart more than one 
day at a time. Although I am on the United States Mint Bicentennial 
celebration committee, I didn‘t know until last week the observance was to 
be on the actual date of its founding, April 2. 

I agreed to attend at the time I accepted, with the understanding I 
might cancel at the last minute. I was all set to come to Early Coppers-— 
with much delight, I would add, but now I'd better honor, if I can, my 
earlier commitment. Wouldn't it have been appropriate to invite Early 
Coppers members to attend the Mint ceremony? Perhaps not at $50 and upa 
ticket! 

At the time of the Mint celebration committee organization several 
weeks ago, I gave them your name as a key person to be involved. Did they 
contact you? So far those I know include Rochette, Leuver, Bowers, Ganz, 
Krause, Forman and Pearlman. 

If I can work it out ['1ll still grab a plane for St. Louis, even for a 
day--depending upon the largess of U.S. Air and its restricted ticket 
tolerance. I'm sorry I won't see you next week in New York. I need to ask 
you about Hodder's project and your opinion. 


Love to you and your beautiful Evelyn, 


3043 County Road 25-A, South [iy 4 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 








P.O. BOX 150 (513) 498-0800 SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 


REGISTERED 


May 6, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Enclosed I am returning the slides (obverse and reverse) 

that you obtained from the Smithsonian Institution depicting the 
1742 Peruvian doubloon in its collection. We have made black and 
white photographs from the slide and will seek permission from 
the Smithsonian for use with the Swoger article if space permits. 


As we approach publication date, it appears that we have tied 


down all of the loose ends. We now anticipate publication in our 
June 1, 1992, issue. As soon as it is off the press, I will be 
expediting a copy for you. Thanks for all of your advice and 


help with this project. 


Sincerely, 





Beth Deisher, Editor 
Enclosure 


st 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 3, 1992 


Ms. Beth Deisher, Editor 
COIN WORLD 
Sidney, OH 45367 


Dear Beth: 


As to the group of stimulating articles in the June 1, 1992 COIN WORLD 
featuring Swoger's research on Ephraim Brasher, your readers might wish 

to know that by the end of July 1992, the American Numismatic Society 

will publish an article by Michael Hodder entitled "Ephraim Brasher's 

Lima Style Doubloon." This was a presentation read at the Coinage of 

the Americas Conference in New York City on May 4, 1991 and will be 

a part (pages 127-157) of the American Numismatic Society's COAC Proceedings 
No. 7 entitled Money of Pre-Federal America. 


For your reviving this exciting and controversial subject in the press 
and to add to your Brasher experience, my wife and I wish to invite 
Mr. Swoger, Mr. Hodder and you to join us in St. Louis for dinner and 


use Brasher-made silverware marked with the same EB punch used on the 
doubloons. We can then discuss the matter. 


Sinceyély, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Margo Russell August 2, 1994 
Donald Groves Committee of ANS 

3043 Country Rd., 25-A South 

Sidney, OH 45365 


Dear Margo: 


William Swoger telephoned me several months ago asking me to 
write a preface for a book he proposed to publish on the subject 
of Ephraim Brasher. I told him that Michael J. Hodder should write 
it as he had praised Swoger’s work in a letter to the editor of 
Coin World and had done much more work on the subject than I had. 
I explained that as to my writing a preface the matter was 
premature because I could not consider preparing any preface until 
I had read the completed manuscript of what was to be published. 
I have read Swoger’s article in Coin World of June 1, 1992, heard 
the May 4, 1991 Hodder lecture at ANS and read the 1992 publication 
of that lecture. 

At the A.N.A Convention in Detroit on July 28, 1994 Swoger 
found me and handed me an 84 page article written by him entitled 
"Brasher’s Gold and America’s Regulated Coins." (Copyright 1993). 
I have only glanced through it since then but have not read it. 
It shows an enormous amount of tabular detail. It has no footnotes 
or endnotes and no accompanying illustrations. On page 78 it 
mentions Hodder’s ANS presentation. 

I am writing you because I want to be sure that anything I may 
do is proper and that I avoid if possible stepping on toes. I do 
not want to be involved in a rehash or overlap. I have no 
information as to any copyright of 1993 or whether something was 
then published which I am unaware of. 

I must therefore ask you whether work on the career of Brasher 
by Hodder was funded by a grant from the Groves Fund, whether a 
publication of any such work is pending or not, and whether I can 
examine the research which has been done if publication is not 
currently planned. 

I welcome any suggestions as to what I should do. I do not 
wish to get into a complicated position just to write a preface and 
would not feel justified in writing a preface without being more 
fully informed on what has been done on the matter. 


Please give me some guidance. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


RAHAKRRAK 


S 


Dear Eric: 


By something of a round about route I have received a copy of your letter of August 2, addressed 
to Margo Russell. That letter rehearsed your concerns about writing a preface for William Swoger's 
monograph on Ephraim Brasher. You stated therein your desire not to ‘‘step on anyone's toes"' or 
to be involved in a rehash or overlap. I presume you meant you worried whether Swoger's work 
on Brasher overlapped cn or borrowed from my own. I also suspect that you were concerned that 
any preface you might write be complete and accurate as to the state of current research. 


I've read Swoger's paper on Brasher, first the preliminary draft, then the version as it appeared in 
Coin World in June, 1992, and now the near final copy he gave me at the Detroit ANA 
convention. I would be happy te share my perceptions of, and conclusions about, the monograph 
if you would care to call me. Suffice it to say here, on substantive matters, that the genealogical 
section is quite good. The tabular data are invaluable. The numismatic analysis is 4 trifle 
tendentious. There is no apparatus criticus, as you noted. It is not a scholarly work. It does not 
pretend to be one. 


Where Bill refers to my work on Brasher's Lima style gold coins he makes the appropriate 
acknowledgement. There is nothing in his monograph that is new to me (save the genealogical data) 
and none of his conclusions really demand reappraising Brasher's role in American numismatics. 


If I may answer the questions you raised with Margo in your letter, yes, my work on Brasher after 
1991 was funded by a Groves Fund grant. No, publication is not pending, simply because there is 
nothing that merits publishing, the near absolute dearth of primary source material precluded that. 
I would be happy to let you see whatever printed research materials are in my files but I must tell 
you that they are very few, mostly correspondence and reprints. I'd ask that you keep the letters 
confidential and not make copies of them, not because of the nature of their contents, but simply 
because they were addressed to me alone, in the expectation of privacy. The *‘real'' research 
material is in my head and in widely scattered notes. I never reached that point in my research 
where I begin drawing all the different threads together to begin weaving a story. 


Your concerns about writing a preface to Swoger's monograph are understandable. I think that you 
will find, once you have finished zeading the piece, that they were misplaced. Were I asked to, I 
would have no hesitancy about doing a preface for his work. 
Yours truly 
ce. Leslie Elam 

ih : Margo Russell 

Ee 
Michael Hodder 


Telephone: Fax: Compuserve: Internet: 
603-569-8265 603-569-2678 73767,606 mhodder @ world.std.com 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. RiGhard Doty April 18, 1996 
Smithsonian Institution 

National Museum of American History 

Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Dick: 


Some time ago you asked for information we had on the Brasher 
half doubloon which you obtained as part of the Lilly collection. 
I told you we had it interred in our files but could probably dig 
it up. Accordingly our mining department has dug. 

The Adams-Newcomer-Proskey correspondence seems to be the 
earliest data we have and copies are enclosed. 

There is also enclosed copies of correspondence with and data 
from Lee Hewitt in 1969 based upon a James Doak comment. Since the 
Doak matter is long after the 1929 correspondence it is obviously 
erroneous. I tried to find some basis for it. 

I also send you a copy of a letter I wrote to Ken Bressett 
about 1.&. 

Also a summary Dave Bowers wrote about it. 


If you need more let me know. 





Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Richard Doty Aris VS, FSG 
Smithsonian Institution 

National Museum of American History 

Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Dick: 


Some time ago you asked for information we had on the Brasher 
half doubloon which you obtained as part of the Lilly collection. 
I told you we had it interred in our files but could probably dig 
it up. Accordingly our mining department has dug. 

The Adams-Newcomer-Proskey correspondence seems to be the 
earliest data we have and copies are enclosed. 

There is also enclosed copies of correspondence with and data 
from Lee Hewitt in 1969 based upon a James Doak comment. Since the 
Doak matter is long after the 1929 correspondence it is obviously 
erroneous. I tried to find some basis for 2t. 

I also send you a copy of a letter I wrote to Ken Bressett 
about. Tt: 

Also a summary Dave Bowers wrote about it. 


If you need more let me know. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 20, 1997 


Mr. Richard G. Doty 
Smithsonian Institution jumismatrce Divisio 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Dick: 


You asked me some time ago what I knew about the Brasher half doubloon. 
I am enclosing copies of what is in my file. 


The ANS as you may know has some of the original letters of the 1925 
period between Proskey, Sears, Adams and Newcomer. 


There is so much imagination in the facts alleged that I know enough 
not to believe much of them. 


If the Ball Estate was collecting coins before 1925, then the Doak story 
is possible. The 1925 episode is real but there seems to be no history 
before 1925 except the possible Doak story. This presumes that Doak's 
date of the 1950s is not accurate because he was very old then. I do 
know that the Bowers pedigree may not be accurate because Johnson did 
not buy the coin from the Green Estate. I never saw it in the Green 
Estate and Johnson and I bought all of the colonials together from ee 


Breen wrote his article for the ANS 1957 Centennial publication and 
stated that he used information furnished by John Ford for pedigrees. 


I hope I have given you some help and confusion, but please let me know 
if you find anything new and solid. 


My best to you both for 1997, ag 


EPN:bv 
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FROM THE DESK oF ERICP. NEWMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 12, 1998 


Mr. Edward Roehrs 
R.2F.DF352 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612 


Dear Mr. Roehrs: 


I have been writing on and researching coinage for 50 years and have been collecting 
much longer. 


I was talking with John Kleeberg of the American Numismatic Society about a 
problem I have with a 1772 English guinea in our collection counterstamped with 
a script capital B. It has been adjusted by filing to weigh 8.ll grams (125.2 grains). 
He sent me some pages of Gordon's 1987 book to be of help. (I need the book for 
our library and would appreciate it if you could have one sent and invoiced to 
me.) 


Gordon indicates 24 coins counterstamped with the script capital B are known. 
Do these conform in weight to ours? I was told without confirmation 

that the script B is JB which is for John Burger, but no basis for that comment 
was given me. It doesn't look like JB to me but merely flourishes to round out 
the B monogram. Could it be Brasher? 


We also have in our collection a 1760 half guinea counterstamped with block letter 
capitals EB in a horizontal oval. This has been filed to reduce its weight to 4.00 
grams. It occurred to me that the reduction in weight was exactly the amount 
to make the coin worth 10 shillings sterling in value. Does this fit. in with your 
thinking? The other counterstamped guineas in the Garrett collection conform 
to this standard including the quarter guinea. Perhaps you know of others. Without 
filing, guineas would be valued at 21 shillings sterling. 


I would appreciate your comments. My telephone is 314-727-0850. My FAX is 
314-727-0820. Please tell me your telephone number if we should talk about the 


problem. 
Neild = 
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Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


EDWARD ROEHRS 


RFD #852 - Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612 
Tel. Home: (809) 881-1173 


November 20, 1998 


Mr Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman; 


Your kind letter of August 12, 1998 received last week. The delay was due to the fact we 
had been in Europe for the past three months. 


Now, to the English guineas, some clipped, some plugged, some c/s with script capital 
"B" or any combination of the above. 


The ''B'" counterstamp might very well be for John Burger, but I fail to see a "JB". I see 
only "B" and the members of ERIK see the same. Please refer to "Marks of American 
Silversmiths Revised", by Robert Allen Green where Burger's recorded marks are; 
"Burger' in indent 2 varieties & "I*B" in square indent with rounded corners. 
Conversely,I do not find any mention of a capital script "B". 


Below is a list on the English guineas, with weights and c/s in my collection; 


NAGS, 1760, 8.2172g, clipped 
1749. 8.1939g. clipped 
1777 8.1958g. clipped 
1750,°8. 150g. :. clipped 
boo... 82352, 4 clipped 
1749 8.1570g. clipped, plugged, c/s "EB" over plug & "B", (Garrett #2344) 
1773 8.160g. clipped c/s "B" Gordon #3 p.92 
1775 8.1620g. clipped c/s "B" in oval, not in Gordon, (Garrett #1230) 
Barbadoes 1760 7.3058g. c/s "JB" in capital script in oblong indent. not in Gordon, 
not same recorded mark as John Benjamin. 
Penna.(?) 1734 8.1288g. clipped c/s "B" 
1716 8.1237g. clipped c/s "B" over plug 
NAGS 1786R 8.035g. c/s "EB" (French Louis d'or) 
1760 8.0964g. clipped c/s "B" over plug 
1713 7.859g. clipped, c/s "EB" present weight near Island weight for St. 
Vincent (7.988g.) Earliest known date. 


I haven't double checked but I believe the two Penna. pieces are ex Murdock, lots 852 & 
853 "found in the State of Georgia". 


The above does not include the "joes" c/s with a "B". 


I will try to get a copy of Ralph Gordon's book for you. 


EDWARD ROEHRS 


RFD #852 - Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612 
Tel. Home: (809) 881-1173 


There is no doubt the "EB" marks are for Brasher. 


I place the weight and c/s on the Gold more important than what it was worth in Pounds 
& Shillings as every Island and every State had a different scale of values. 


Want to get this letter off to you as soon as possible as three months is a long wait. 


Thank you for your kind past favors, particularly the work you did in dertermining the 
Gold content of the latge Puerto Rico medal that Peter Mitchell submitted to you. 


With all best wishes, 


Loam: 


Sincerely, 


ka 










ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Edward Roehrs December 2, 1998 
P.O," Boxs52 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico 00612 


Dear Mr. Roehrs: 


Needless to say I was surprised to receive your kind answer 
to my August 12, 1998 letter as I had naturally presumed I was not 
going to get one. Your November 2G, 1998 letter was appreciated 
due to its detail and numismatic enthusiasm. 

I was once in Arecibo checking a retail store location ina 
shopping center. My wife is enchanted by the fire house in Ponce. 
I have done substantial historical research in the Virgin Islands. 
On my honeymoon 59 years ago my wife and I steered our cruise ship 
toward the Vieques Light on the other side of your island. 

The first thimg I did was to check the Murdock sale and your 
lot numbers were transposed. Theyware 5e@2 and 583,. ]F..enclose a 
photocopy for your file. You will note that the 583 description 
omits the B counterstamp and is not plated. So far as I can notice 
they are unrelated to Pennsylvania. They are gems. 

ie would. Guke to" know trom ‘your list of guineas what 
counterstamp is on those not specified. Are they EB or B? 

My research in early America led me to collect books and 
pamphlets with tables of values of various coin in different parts 
of the British colonies in America. That is why I produced the 
theory about 20 sterling shillings as the adjusted value. This 
would make it circulate regardless of local values in money of 
account. 

If you have not read my article on the Dollar Sign in the 
American Numismatic Society COAC proceedings ("The Dollar $ign: Its 
Written and Printed Origins”, . America’s Silver Dollars COAC 
Proceedings, No. 9, NY ANS 1995, John Kleeberg, ed.) I think you 
would like it because of all the Spanish and Portuguese background. 

I will have much more to write in my next installment. I look 
forward to you locating the Gordon book. 


Thanks for all the information. 


Keep traveling and thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


DEC @2»’Se, 13244 


BawaLe Reercs December 2, 1998 
P.2. Box 852 
Arecibo, Puerte Rico 00612 


Dear Mr, Roehrs:; 


Needless to say I was surprised to receive your kind answer 
to my August 12, 1998 letter as I had naturally presumed I was not 
going to get one. Your November 20, 1998 letter was appreciated 
Aue to its detail and numismatic enthusiasm. 

I was once in Arecibo checking a retail store location in a 
shopping center. My wife is enchanted by the fire house in Ponce. 
I have done substantial historical research in’the Virgin Islands. 
On my honeymoon 59 years ago wy wife and I steered owr cruise ship 
toward the Vieques Light on the other side of your island. 

The first thing I did was to check the Murdock sale and your 
lot numbers were transposed. They are 582 and 583, I enclose a 
photocopy for your file. You will note that the 583 description 
omits the B counterstamp and is not plated. So far as I can notice 
they are unrelated to Pennsylvania. They are gems. 

I would like to know from your list of guineas what 
counterstamp is on those not specified. Are they EB or B? 

My research in early America led me to collect books and 
pamphlets with tables of values of various coin in different parts 
of the British colonies in America» That is why I produced the 
theory about 20 sterling shillings as the adjusted value. This 
would make it circulate regardless of local values in money of 
account. 

If you have not read my article on the Doliar Sign in the 
American Numismatic Society COAC proceedings ("The Doilar $ign: Its 
Written and Printed Origins", erreca’s. Silver (PD ars COAC 
Proceedings, No. 9, NY ANS 1995, John Kleeberg, ed.) I think you 
would like it because of al] the Spamish and rortuguese background. 

I will have much more to write in my next installment. I look 
forward to you locating the Gordon book. 


Thanks for all the information. 


Keep traveling and thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Mike Dunigan March 26, 1999 
5332 Buchman 


Porh,.Wornen, TK.-76lG7 


Dear Mr. Dunigan: 


Mr. Edward H. Roehrs just wrote me that I should contact you 
Lore a, Copy ot the “book, by |R:C. "Gordon entitled West Indies 
Countermarked Gold Coins. 

Whatever you charge a library will be promptly remitted. 


Thamk you for your cooperation, 


Eric P. Newman 








DRE 
PUERTO PLATA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
The old spanish fortification, Castillo de San Felipe, 

is regularly visited ky cruise ship passengers. 
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